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Introduction.—In accepting the honour of reading 
a short paper on this subject before you to-day, I 
am fully conscious of the fact that many of you must 
have had considerably more experience of this con- 
dition in cattle than myself. However, having suggested 
a new line of approach to the question of treatment, 
I thought that I ought to take the opportunity to 
elaborate and explain any points which I may have 
failed to make plain or on which you may wish to make 
some criticism. I do not pretend that the method 
suggested is ideal by any means, but I do believe that 
with experience we shall be able to evolve from it a 
technique that will be the means of saving quite a 
number of valuable cattle. 

Diagnosis.—The clinical picture of traumatic per- 
carditis is usually (but not invariably) preceded by more 
or less chronic digestive derangement. It is a matter of 
extreme difficulty to come to a definite diagnosis 
of traumatic indigestion, although by eliminating a 
number of possible factors, one can make a tentative 
diagnosis of foreign body mischief. Among such 
possible factors one might suggest eliminating the 
following :— 

(1) Non-traumatic indygestion—by careful atten- 
tion to the diet and the administration of 
digestive tonics, etc. 

Post-parturvent dyspepsia — by applying 
Rothera’s test to the urine for the presence of 
acetoacetic acid, etc. 

(3) Uterine Sepsis—by rectal examination. 

(4) Twuberculosis—by the intradermal and oph- 

thalmic tuberculin tests. 

The syndrome presented by an animal once the 
foreign body has entered the pericardium may be well 
defined and easy to diagnose. There are a number of 
cases, however, that are puzzling in that, although 
many of the symptoms are highly suggestive of 
pericarditis, yet no friction sounds can be detected 
owing to an excess of pericardial fluid and an absence 
of gas in the sac. In the absence of pericardial 
friction sounds it woud appear necessary to eliminate 
the following possibilities :— 


Sevenoaks. 


(2) 


(1) Non-traumatic pericarditis. 
(2) Valvular disease. 
(3) Pleural effusions. 


Nephritis. 
Pneumonia confined to lower part of chest. 


(4) 
(5) 
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It is proposed to give a brief resumé of some of the 
symptoms that may be met with in dealing with this 
disease,again emphasising the fact that quite a number 


_of atypical cases of this condition may be met with. 


Symptoms.—-The animal is generally found standing 
with its elbows turned outwards. The back may be 
slightly arched and the hind limbs drawn under the 
belly. The head is stretched out and there is an 
anxious expression about the eyes. Some of the super- 
ficial muscles over the cervical and cardiac region 
may be observed to be twitching, whilst in others 
these muscles may exhibit rigidity which is detectable 
on light palpation. If the case is well established and 
effusion into the pericardium has taken place, edema 
under the jaw, down the neck, in the dewlap and even 
along the chest wall may be evident. In _ these 
circumstances the jugular vein is distended and 
imparts to the hand the same sensation that one appre- 
ciates after raising this vessel before venesection. 
More detailed examination may reveal that the beast 
exhibits pain by grunting on being forced to move or 
on being palpated in the cardiac region. Pressure 
exerted behind the withers will likewise give rise to 
grunting, although this is by no means diagnostic of 
traumatic trouble. 


Respiration is generally hastened and superficial. 
If the beast is forced to move about distress is often 
very marked. 


The heart rate is invariably increased and in the 
early stages the intensity of the beat may be so 
evident as to cause the chest wall to be shaken by the 
impulses, The pulse is “jumpy” or arhythmical 
in character shewing a tendency to vary in rapidity 
for apparently trivial reasons. Later, the heart-beat 
becomes weaker and at times may be difficult to 
detect. If friction sounds moré or less synchronising 
with the heart-beats can be detected they constitute 
a certain diagnosis of pericarditis and if gas is admixed 
with the effusions then a definite diagnosis of traumatic 
pericarditis can be made. There is an increase in 


‘cardiac dullness on percussion, naturally more marked 


on the left than on the right side; the presence of gas 
in the pericardium is said to produce a characteristic 
resonance when the chest wall over the upper part of 
the sac is percussed. 


The temperature affords little guide, as there are 
such wide variations in individual cases. Some may 
pass an a-febrile course, others may run a_ hectic 
course and die in such a manner as to suggest the 
possibility of anthrax. The majority of cases seem 
to run a low febrile course with a tendency to rise as 
the fatal termination approaches. 
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It is not proposed to go into any more details of 
the symptomatology as our time is limited and a good 
discussion can only take place if the clock is on our 
side. 

Treatment._—_As 1 believe that the operation I 
described recently is the only treatment that aims at 
saving the life of an animal actually suffering from 
traumatic pericarditis, I propose to repeat briefly the 
outlines of this procedure known as pericardiotomy. 

Morphia is administered subcutaneously half an 
hour before operation. The lower half of the left 
chest wall is shaved and painted with tincture of 
iodine. 

The cow is put down by Reuff’s method on to her 
right side and an assistant placed at her head to 
restrain movements. The left fore-leg is drawn for- 
ward and tied by rope to a peg fixed in the ground, 
the hind legs are tied back in a similar manner. 

The heart should be auscultated, as its position 
will depend on the amount of fluid and gas in the 
pericardium. Having satisfied oneself on this point 
it is necessary to choose the rib overlying the heart, 
choosing the more anterior if two are in question. 
A line is drawn along the course of the rib starting from 
the costo chondral joint and extending upwards for 
about eight inches. The skin and underlying tissues 
along this line are then injected with cocaine. As 
soon as the latter has had time to anzsthetise the area 
a bold incision is made along the above-mentioned 
line, using a sharp-pointed scalpel. The incision should 
be deep and should go right down on to the rib and 
down to the level of the joint. A large retractor is 
inserted on either side and held by an assistant whilst 
the muscular attachments are severed from the rib. 
The upper extreme of the exposed portion of rib is 
then sawn through using the flat side of a Hey’s saw. 
A sharp hook is inserted into the upper end of the 
lower segment of rib and slight traction outward 
is exerted, whilst the intercostal muscles are severed 
near to the bone. By inserting the blade of a small 
scalpel into the costo-chondral joint, the lower seg- 
ment of rib is soon detached and removed. The 
wound is cleansed with normal saline to which has 
been added perchloride of mercury (1.1000) after 
which the exposed surfaces are dried and B.I.P.P. 
paste rubbed in, more especially at the lower pprtion 
of the wound opening. 

If no adhesions exist between the pericardium and 
the two layers of the pleura, one can now observe, 
through the outer-pleural layer, the two edges of the 
lung descending on each inspiration and_ partially 
covering the site where incision is to take place. 
In this case, | make a small opening in the pleura at 
the top part of the wound, allowing the air to enter 
the chest cavity slowly. On enlarging this opening 
the breathing becomes a little embarrassed and the 
animal excited. The latter exaggerates the inspiration 
and expiration of air through the wound and for a time 
may be a little disconcerting. It is at this stage that 
I cannot yet decide what is the most rational method 
of procedure to adopt. So far I have incised the 
pericardium whilst the animal is recumbent and have 
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then allowed the beast to stand up for drainage to take 
place. It may be found, however, that one can control 
the animal sufficiently to incise the pericardium 
after the standing position has been assumed and if 
this is the case it would obviously be an advantage. 

After the fluid has been allowed to drain away the 
interior of the pericardium must be explored carefully 
with the hand for the foreign body (if present). The 
sac is then flushed out thoroughly with warm normal 
saline with perchloride of mercury (1.6000) or Lugol’s 
solution (1.200). The wound is plugged lightly with 
boracic gauze or with cotton wool swabs soaked in 
weak Lysol solution. A couple of tape sutures 
prevent the wound from gaping too much. The whole 
area may then be covered with a clean towel or some 
sheeting soaked in disinfectant solution. 

After treatment consists in bi-daily flushing of the 
pericardial sac with Lugol’s solution (1.400) or weak 
Lysol solution as long as an offensive discharge is 
coming away. Small pessaries of soap inserted after 
each flushing would appear to bring about the ter- 
mination of the infection causing the offensive smell 
which is usual. The external wound is treated with 
B.I.P.P. paste till the disagreeable pericardial dis- 
charge ceases, it is then treated according to ordinary 
surgical principles as an open wound. 

Prevention.—It was suggested that I should include 
prevention in this short paper and I have done so in 
order to draw attention to one fact, and that is that 
many brands of cattle cake put on the market at the 
present time contain a large number of metallic foreign 
bodies. Considering the prices demanded for these 
cakes, it seems only fair that the makers should give 
some sort of guarantee that their products are free 
from such dangerous bodies. We will never be able to 
prevent cattle from chewing up rubbish, but we can 
and should prevent their being fed with it. 

This, gentlemen, concludes a brief resumé of the 
question of traumatic pericarditis incattle, and I trust 
it may lead to an interesting and profitable discussion. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. CurBISHLEY said they must all appreciate the 
able and courageous attempt which Mr. Pugh had made 
at what had always hitherto been regarded as an 
impossible operation. At present the operation could 
only be practised upon very valuable animals, and the 
ordinary country practitioner must be left to deal with 
the condition as he might until some method of carry- 
ing out that operation to final success, so as to make 
it generally adaptable, was developed. There was no 
doubt that traumatic pericarditis was a common 
condition where cattle were kept. They might carry 
a foreign body with them which did not develop for 
some months and, if they could get a census of post- 
mortem results from slaughterhouses, probably they 
would find that foreign bodies did occur in the 
reticulum of cattle; in fact, that their presence was 
rather the rule than the exception. Mr. Pugh had 
said, with regard to symptoms and diagnosis, that 
these were very difficult to determine, and no doubt 
that was the experience of most of them in deciding 
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whether they had a traumatic condition or otherwise. 
With regard to diagnosis, there were several methods 
spoken of from time to time. One was whether it 
could be so arranged that the animal should be driven 
up a steep hill, when it could be noted if it came back 
with a renewal of the grunt. Then there wags the 
question of exploratory rumenotomy. There were 
cases where that had been recorded as being success- 
ful. It depended altogether on where one was located. 
The speaker instanced cases of colliery practice in 
his district. He knew one gentleman who could al- 
ways diagnose traumatic pericarditis in such a district, 
and he would be a useful man to develop this operation, 
no doubt. He would like to ask Mr. Pugh whether he 
approved of exploratory rumenotomy, because some- 
times the foreign body was headed and could not 
penetrate, and it then depended on how much in- 
fection had taken place within the chest whether the 
animal recovered. Cases had been recorded where 
recovery took place. He thought they should com- 
pliment Mr. Pugh on the insight and courage which 
he had shown in breaking new ground, and he would 
like to know whether it was possible to do any good 
in cases where the foreign body might be at liberty in 
the chest cavity somewhere, because it was not cer- 
tain, if they did have a foreign body passing through 
the diaphragm, that it reached the pericardium. 
He himself had had cases recently where it had been 
possible to draw out pieces of steel or nails from the 
intercostal muscles. He would also like to know 
whether it was difficult to obtain drainage after the 
pericardium was opened and the animal was lying 
on its side, or whether the fluid itself actually passed 
outwards, or how it was removed. He would also like 
to know whether Mr. Pugh had found cases where a 
foreign body had embedded itself in the heart 
muscles, because these bodies were found so placed 
on post-mortem in some cases, and whether the 
foreign body might have so scored the covering 
of the heart wall as to break through the heart 
muscles. He had found instances where the heart 
wall itself was torn; would that require special 
treatment ? He had never seen the operation des- 
cribed by Mr. Pugh performed and he hoped that 
gentleman would be able to come and give a demons- 
tration of it. With regard to the question of preven- 
tion, there was a great deal that might be said about 
food stuffs ; the food stuffs they had to use were not 
always what they might be. He had a clear case 
where a client of his bought (under a guarantee) a 
quantity of stuff which was supposed to be ground 
maize, and he fed his cattle with it, with the result 
that the next morning every animal was found to be 
suffering from digestive disturbance. He stopped feed- 
ing the stuff and sent a sample for analysis, with the 
result that it was found to consist wholly of mill 
sweepings and ground animal excrement. 


Mr. H. Sumner (Liverpool), speaking as a town 
practitioner, said they came across these cases in the 
surrounding district at the time when night soil was 
sent out from Liverpool for the purpose of dressing 
pastures. He was always very pleased with himself 
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as a practitioner when he could feel that he was 
perfectly sure that the animal was suffering from 
traumatic pericarditis. He had, in his experience, 
met with many lingering cases in which he had great 
difficulty in finally deciding that it was a case of 
traumatic pericarditis until the time arrived when the 
animals showed more or less diagnostic symptoms, 
He had seen some awful pericardia on post-mortem, 
and one wondered what happened even if they had 
been relieved by Mr. Pugh’s method. They got the 
heart seriously involved, its tissues and sides affected 
with a deposit. He did not think he had seen a case 
where the penetrating material was lost in the cardium 
itself. He had seen it where it had punctured the sac 
and where the heart tissue was contracted, but he had 
never met with a case where the penetrating material 
had been lost in the heart muscle. He endorsed the 
hope expressed by the previous speaker that at some 
future time they might have the assistance of Mr. 
Pugh in showing them the actual method in operation. 
He was puzzled to know how, after the operation was 
completed, these tissues could ever regain anything 
like their normal functions and how normal function- 
ing could be restored. 


Mr. R. HuGcues (Oswestry), thanked Mr. Pugh for 
the courage with which he had treated the matter. 
The disease was one which caused a good deal of loss 
in certain parts of the country. They knew of cases 
of traumatic pericarditis arising in places where town 
refuse and tin articles were carelessly tipped. He 
himself had found a solid pin, eight inches long, with 
the head in the reticulum, and the point in the peri- 
cardium, and he wondered how the animal had swal- 
lowed it. On post-mortem they had found cases where 
pieces of wire and tin were present in the reticulum, 
and in some instances with no apparent discomfort to 
the animal. In recent years it had been his mis- 
fortune to find pieces of telephone and telegraph 
wire on examination in cases where the wire had been 
strewn about the fields and pastures in the summer 
time. In one instance he found a piece of wire seven 
inches long with a coil at the end passing into the 
pericardium, and he associated this with the habit 
farmers had of buying wire in quantities for the pur- 
pose of fencing their land. He did not think there}was 
much economy in the method at the finish. If the 
operation was to be a success-and he had not had 
any experience of it because he had hitherto looked 


-upon traumatic pericarditis as being hopelesss—how was 


the normal functioning to be restored? Correct 
diagnosis was of primary importance. They had great 
acceleration of pulse, sometimes as high as 120, with 
very little temperature until the near approach of 
death ; then they had distention and soon they would 
have the characteristic cardiac sound defining the 
presence of liquid and gas. He never allowed him- 
self to give his client the opinion that the animal had 
got, without doubt, traumatic pericarditis although he 
suspected it, and he took it that at that stage an 
operation would be possible after making a correct 
diagnosis. He would consider this operation very 
carefully and probably try and do something to ad- 
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vance it further. He would like to know at what 
stage a practitioner would be justified in tampering 
with such an important and delicate organ as the 
pericardium. 


Mr.W.Woops (Wigan), said he had seen a large number 

of cases of traumatic pericarditis in colliery districts. 
What Mr. Pugh had described was a most amazing 
operation, and he was delighted to think that someone 
had had the pluck to try it. He himself had been in 
practice for forty years and had never thought of such 
a thing. He would like to know how many operations 
Mr. Pugh had performed and what was the percentage 
of recovery. He did not know how many Mr. Pugh 
had saved, but in a colliery district they got an almost 
uncanny knowledge of wire in animals, and the symp- 
toms Mr. Pugh had given were very good indeed. 
In addition to the jugular vein being so well marked, 
the superficial areas were worth examining in trying 
to diagnose traumatic pericarditis. If they got the 
metallic tingling they might be certain that there was 
wire in the heart or pericardium, but there were 
difficulties in practice, one of which Mr. Curbishley 
had mentioned. He had seen cases which were 
undoubtedly those of traumatic pericarditis, but in 
which there was difficulty in finding wire in the 
heart, and they were by no means sure that they were 
going to get at that piece of wire. In most cases, where 
they were satisfied that it was traumatic pericarditis, 
it was almost always quite close to the apex of the 
heart. His difficulty was this--and he did not want 
to throw cold water on the operation—in regard to its 
success what he could not understand was the existence 
of a case of pericarditis sufficiently marked to be 
diagnosed as traumatic pericarditis which was not 
septic. There must be some infective material carried 
into the reticulum, which set up more or less septic 
conditions. What they wanted to know was at what 
point this traumatic pericarditis unfitted the animal 
for the reception of food, because that was a thing 
which was worth considering. If a foreign body pene- 
trated the heart sufficiently to necessitate condem- 
nation of the carcass, at what point was the animal 
unfit for food? It was similar to the operation of 
empyema in the human body, and there were diffi- 
culties in getting recovery from empyema, but there 
were cases reported of the heart of the human being 
manipulated and the foreign body removed. A’ piece 
of a bullet was removed from a man’s heart in the 
Manchester Infirmary not so long ago. 

Mr. E. Greenway (Frodsham), said he had had some 
experience of traumatic pericarditis, and whenever he 
had a case of that description to deal with it had usually 
been a matter of slaughtering. It would be a great 
thing if this operation which Mr. Pugh had described 
became common and successful. It was an operation, 
if it could be done, which he should be tempted to try, 
because as a rule the animal was going to die, and no 
one would blame him for its loss. They could tell the 
owner that it was worth the trial, and the only question 
would be the expense of the operation; that, of 
course, had to be considered. With regard to preven- 
tion and food stuffs, he had a case in which a client 
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gave a valuable herd of shorthorn cattle cake from a 
certain firm, and on opening one of the sacks he found 
some foreign material—bolts and pieces of iron—and 
he lost a cow. Shortly after he (the speaker) diagnosed 
traumatic pericarditis, and on post-mortem he found a 
piece of metal about four inches long which had passed 
into the pericardium. When he came to compare it 
with the metal that had come from the sack of cake, 
it was proved that it was contained in the cake and, 
on being notified of the fact, the cake firm sent over a 
representative, He went back and made inquiries, 
with the result that the firm wrote to say they were 
sorry, but that when the particular consignment of 
cake was manufactured the magnets had not been in 
order, and they ultimately admitted liability and paid 
one hundred guineas. He did not know whether the 
cake was guaranteed. If Mr. Pugh’s operation be- 
came common it would be a good thing for the pro- 
fession. 


Mr. W. Ackroyp (Halifax), congratulated Mr. Pugh 
on the courage and skill with which he had dealt with 
the operation, which was one which appealed to the 
profession on the ground of utility. Many of them had 
no dealings at all with pedigree cattle but were more 
concerned with what he might term commercial cattle, 
not of high value, and they could not see how the 
operation was going to be available on the commercial 
side. He appreciated the fact that they were moving 
along the lines of treatment, and it was gratifying to 
note that young men like Mr. Pugh were interesting 
themselves in matters of that kind. With regard to 
diagnosis, he did not think he could say much, except 
that in certain cases he found effusion in greater or 
less quantity, and in some cases he had met with 
an attack of indigestion in which there was not a high 
temperature, but a frequent pulse and some consti- 
pation, and in the early stages a lot of “ grunt,” and 
the cases had eventually been diagnosed as traumatic 
pericarditis. He would like to ask Mr. Pugh in what 
percentage of these cases he had found the offending 
body, because it was not always easy to find, on a 
post-mortem, the offending pieces of metal, and in 
other cases there were amazing changes. It was 
astonishing to think that, if they operated and found 
the offending body and removed it, they would have 
perfect recovery. He wondered if Mr. Pugh had ever 
tried this previously by tapping the pericardium. 
That, of course, would only be a palliative, but it might 
enable some flesh to be put on so as to make the animal 
marketable. What was the position, if they recom- 
mended a man to killa cow? He believed a cow was 
passed if the fluid was not septic, but he was afraid 
that in many cases it was. 

Mr. J. D. Wuirenecap (Salford), said that seven 
years ago he had the privilege of being associated with 
Mr. Pugh, and he knew of his bravery with the knife. 
He had no hesitation then, and he (the speaker) was 
not surprised that Mr. Pugh had attempted such an 
operation as he had described. He could only 
congratulate him on the success which he had achieved. 
With regard to the question of meat inspection, under 
the regulations of the Ministry of Health there was 
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an attempt to come to a standard and some uniformity 
of inspection, but the regulations were only practically 
a repetition of the standard arrived at by the Scottish 
Board of Health, and it was laid down there that 
traumatic septic pericarditis involved the total con- 
demnation of the whole of the carcases. In many cases 
they were going to die, as Mr. Greenway had said, 
and he thought they were entitled as meat inspectors 
to condemn such carcases where the fluid in the 
pericardium was septic. He did not think it could be 
questioned that the public should have the benefit 
of any doubt. He knew that the question was inter- 
esting the practitioners, and in many cases in the 
past animals were slaughtered in the country, and 
fore-quarters of beef were sent into the market for 
inspection. This should encourage veterinary sur- 
geons to operate instead of recommending slaughter. 

Mr. G. MAYALL (Bolton), said the thought that struck 
him when listening to Mr. Pugh’s paper was that most 
of the objects that caused traumatic pericarditis were 
blunt, and they were told that blunt objects swallowed 
by cattle were very often found in the reticulum. He 
acknowledged that the presence of foreign objects in 
the stomachs was more difficult to diagnose than 
a foreign body in the heart. Rumenotomy was 
a severe operation, which had been performed many 
times already and successfully, and which, as far as he 
could gather, had not interfered with the value of the 
cow. In operating through the rumen, if they could 
get hold of that foreign body before it got to the heart, 
they would be doing better than operating when it 
reached that organ. The number and variety of things 
which cows swallowed were remarkable ; ruamenotomy 
was sometimes a revelation. 

Mr. T. Witson (Nantwich), congratulated Mr. Pugh 
on being the pioneer of such a grave operation, but 
he did not think it would be economic to most of them. 
He would like Mr. Pugh to tell them how long it took 
for a foreign body to pass from the reticulum to the 
heart, because sometimes one was asked to give 
an opinion on that point. With regard to diagnosis, 
Mr. Pugh had said that animals stood a great deal. 
In a great many cases he (the speaker) knew that they 
remained in a recumbent position and one of the earli- 
est symptoms was that immediately after getting up 
the animal was stiff about the fore-quarters and grunted 
after getting up. That stiffness after getting up was, 
he thought, an indication of traumatic pericarditis. 


That was following digestive disturbance and, as a ; 


rule, it could be diagnosed at that point before they 
got effusion. Usually, animals slaughtered at that 
stage passed the Meat Inspector. 

Mr. W. WALKER (Wigan), remarked that Mr. Pugh, 
in giving his description of symptoms, laid great 
emphasis on friction sounds and that was a point 
which he would like to have further explained. A 
diagnostic symptom—as he (the speaker) often found 
it—had been a metallic tinkling which he put down to 
the “swish” of the heart. They did get cases where there 
was not much fluid. He would like to mention another 
point in connection with early symptoms, namely, 
traumatic indigestion. There was one symptom 





which he had noticed and that was that in some cows 
traumatic indigestion existed while the cow was cudd- 
ing. There was a peculiar heave when she was cud- 
ding, and in one case in which he operated he found a 
piece of wire piercing the wall of the reticulum. 
The operation Mr. Pugh had described was certainly 
a wonderful one, and it would be very interesting 
to know how many such operations he had conducted. 
Personally, he was doubtful whether the animal would 
recover in a good many of the cases with which one met. 


Mr. J. O. Powtey asked whether it would be 
feasible to employ X-rays as an aid to diagnosis. 


Mr. H. Brssey (Winsford), referred to cases within 
his own knowledge where manipulation of the heart 
had been successful. With regard to rumenotomy, 
the operation had got to such a pitch of perfection 
that they could almost guarantee success in many 
cases, but no one could tell for certain whether they 
were dealing with traumatic pericarditis or not. 
He doubted whether cattle could stand such a severe 
operation as that described by Mr. Pugh. Personally, 
he used chloroform when operating. 


Mr. TweEeEpD asked what was the earliest stage at 
which one should operate with success, because the 
symptoms in the early stages were very indefinite, 
and heart sounds were easy to confuse with those 
caused by acute pain or valve trouble. Mr. Pugh men- 
tioned that temperature was not of much value, 
but personally he thought it was. 


THE REPLY. 


Mr. Pvuau, replying on the discussion, said he thought 
in every case traumatic pericarditis was septic, and in 
some cases this was more exaggerated than in others. 
He had not mentioned exploratory rumenotomy 
because the paper was intended to concentrate on 
pericarditis, and once that condition was present, it 
was too late to employ rumenotomy. But in a case 
of traumatic indigestion the only thing to do was 
rumenotomy and he had known cases where the 
symptoms had cleared after removing a piece of wire. 
With regard to the possibility of tackling a foreign 
body in the chest cavity, he did‘not see why that should 
not be done. They might remove another section of 
rib and come right down on the heart itself. The 
question had been raised as to cases of recovery after 
operation; he had had two cases which recovered. 
In one case in which he operated eleven months ago 
the history of the cow in question was that she had 
never been fat and always suffered from indigestion. 
After the operation the cow went perfectly fat and had 
another calf. The heart seemed normal, and after 
eleven months one could only assume that she had 
entirely recovered. That was the most valuable cow 
upon which he had operated. As to the time for 
operating, if they could diagnose traumatic pericard- 
itis soon enough, the earlier they operated the better. 
If they were dealing with valuable pedigree cattle they 
got called in earlier than they would in a case of an 
animal only worth £20 or so. Concerning the question of 
friction sounds, he had one case where there was 
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a quite definite friction sound synchronising with the 
heart’s action, and the following day he absolutely 
failed to hear any friction sound at all, yet on the 
previous day it was distinctly audible. On operation 
a large amount of pus was let out from the pericardium, 
but there nothing was discovered when they operated, 
upon which to base a diagnosis of traumatic pericard- 
itis. He could not agree with Mr. Bibbey about the use 
of chloroform ; there was no special risk in the opera- 
tion which he had described, provided they did not 
use chloroform. In two cases in which chloroform 
had been used the animal immediately died. With 
regard to the foreign body question, it was rather. a 
difficult point ; they did not find foreign bodies quite 
frequently. In one case on which a post-mortem was 
made they failed to find a foreign body, and he could 
not make up his mind whether the foreign body was so 
small that it was missed or whether it had been absorbed. 
Having briefly referred to other points raised in the 
discussion, Mr. Pugh concluded by expressing the 
hope that other members of the profession would try 
the operation, and personally he would be very pleased 
to come and operate should they so desire. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
EXAMINATIONS, JULY, 1925. 


List or SuccessruL CANDIDATES. 
EDINBURGH. 
Class <A. Class B. 


*Blount, W. P. Aston, F. W. 
*Harcourt, K. W. Burgess, J. W. 
Irwin, T. H. R. *Cummine, J. M. 
McErlean, B. D. Kdwards, J. T. 
Moffat, J. W. Hall, J. A. 
*Paley, R. W. Hume, A. C. 
*Priestley, F. W. *Holmes, J. W. H. 
Ratter, A. *Johnson, G. 
Simpson, 8. Kennedy, A. J. (Also 
passed Junior Anatomy). 
*Mackay, W. M. 
*Moore, R. ' 
*Ritchie, J. 
Souter, J. G. 
Watson, A. 8. 
Wilsdon, A. J. 


Class C. 


Heather, E.. 
Johnson, J. F. 
Ralston, A. G. 
Sim, M. J. 

Walker, J. P. 
Wilson, D. R. 
Wilson, J. E. 


Ackroyd, EK. 
Adamson, J. 8. 
*Brook, G. B. 
*Burrow, H. 
Danks, W. B. C. 
*Davidson, R. M. 
Emslie, J. W. 
Fisher, P. 


* Denotes 2nd Class Honours. 
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Class D. 
McCrae, W. D. 
McGregor, E. I. 
Nair, K. 8. 
Ritchie, J. N. 
Robson, W. J. B. 
Scott, W. 
Viljoen, N. F. 
Watson, H. (. 
Wilson, P. F. 


Cameron, D. 
Cook, J. P. 
Craft, J. A. 
Johnston, R. E. 
Griffin, J. W. 
Kingston, J. 8. 
McCaughan, A. 
McClure, T. B. 
McCrea, A. G. 


GLASGOW. 

Class A. Class B. 
Bartholomew, A. Barclay, A. 
Brown, D. *Grant, W. 


Doyle, H. 
*Ingram, J. M. 
*Leckie, P. 
*+MacArthur, J. 
*McArthur, N. 
*McDonald, J. M. 
McGaughey, J. 
*Pottie, B. H. 
*Stewart, H. G. 

Class C. 

Bogue, J. Y. 
*MacColl, M. 
MeNiven, A. 
Marshall, R. S. 
Mason, J. 


+Johnston, T. 
Lahiri, J. M. 
MacGilp, A. 

*MacMenemey, J. M. 

*Morton, J. 

*Nicolson, J. 

tNicolson, N. 
Spence, J. A. 
Watt, J. S. 


Class D. 


Buchanan, J. M. 
Canning, D. D. 
Currie, J. 
Simmins, G. B. 
Walker, D. N. 
Weipers, W. L. 


The Veterinary Surgeon in Fiction. 
(C a. 


It must be seldom, Mr. Editor, that your wishes 
are so quickly fulfilled, for it was only on the 12th 
July, 1924, that, echoing the remarks of Mr. R. E. 
Alexander, you expressed the hope that someone 
would write a story depicting the modern veterinary 
surgeon as he really exists, and within a year such 
a story appears in The Noblest Frailty, by Michael 
Sadleir. Moreover, it is no mere passing reference 
to the modern veterinary surgeon that is made, 
but one is chosen for the hero of the story, and a very 
fine fellow he is too. 

The scene is laid in the middle of the last century, 
but Frank Martindale is of a type of which any 
profession might well be proud at the present day. 
His only fault appears to be that he dares to aspire 
to the hand of the pretty daughter of the rather 
arrogant old-fashoned squire of the locality in which 
he practises, and this leads to several opportunities 
for reminding us that, at least when the events narrated 
took place and in the eyes of such as the squire, 
we were still a long way from the top of the social 

(Continued at foot of next paye. ) 


* Denotes 2nd Cc dnes Mauure. 
+ Denotes Ist Class Honours. 
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CANCER. 


All the world is now aware of the very remarkable 
contribution to science by Dr. W. E. Gye and Mr. 
J. E. Barnard, which was published recently in the 
Lancet on the etiology of malignant new growths and 
the microscopical examination of filtrable viruses, 
and the public press has published so many articles 
on the subject that even the layman with no technical 
knowledge now knows something of the nature 
and importance of the discoveries that have been 
made, Few readers, however, and even few medical 
men, know the amount of work that has been done 
“behind the scenes,” or the important part that 
animal disease has played in the preparation of this 
report. This very valuable discovery has resulted, 
one might almost say, as a side issue from a definite 
course of research upon the ultra visible, or filtrable 
viruses, which has been engaging the close attention 
of not only the medical but also the veterinary 
scientific staff of the Medical Research Council. 
For the moment, at least, Dr. Gye’s report must 
overshadow all other work, but we look forward 
to a future publication showing the excellent results 
of research work done by veterinarians also. 

A summary of the evidence reported in the Lancet 
shows that Dr. Gye has proved the following facts : 

1. All malignant new growths contain an 
ultra-microscopic virus--or group of 
which can be cultivated. This applies to the 


viruses. 








(Continued from previous page.) 
ladder and were comparable with race-course touts 
and piano-tuners, 

Not content with making a veterinary surgeon the 
hero of the story, the author introduces us to two other 
members of the profession, one a single old gentleman, 
who practises in opposition to the hero and incidentally 
gives us some good advice regarding the excellent 
personal relations which can and should exist between 
professional rivals, and the other his blackguardly 
assistant, of whom the best that can be said is that 
he is no worse than others who were born into higher 
walks of life. 

The incidents in this pretty love-story of Frank 
and Catherine, rendered easier in the end by Frank 
obtaining an appointment with a London Railway 
Company—-(country practitioners will, no doubt, wince 
at this!}—your readers can follow for themselves, and 
it may be added that there will be few who will not 


consider the spent. 
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carcinomata and sarcomata of fowls, mice, rats, 
dogs, and man. The virus resides probably within 
the cells of the neoplasms. 

2. The virus alone, washed free from all adherent 
material, does not produce a tumour when injected, 
and does not even produce a visible lesion. 

3. But when injected together with virus-free 
extracts of tumours the virus produces a malignant 
new growth. The extracts contain, therefore, a 
substance which enables the virus to attack the 
cells of the injected animal so as to transform them 
into cancer cells. 

4. There is no species specificity so far as the 
Virus is concerned, for tumours can be obtained 
in one species of animals with the virus obtained 
from the tumour of another species. 

5. The “ specific factor” shows a very. strict 
specificity of species. ‘Thus in order to produce : 
malignant new growth in a mouse it is necessary 
to use the specific factor from a mouse tumour, 
while the specific factor of a chicken tumour is 
ineffective. 

6. There is probably also a strict specificity 
of tissue for the specific factor. So far only 

sarcomata have been obtained, and these only 

with a mixture of virus and the specific factor from 
sarcomata, not from carcinomata. 

The fact that such discoveries have been published 
by the Lancet and this week have been described 
and discussed before the British Medical Association, 
is sufficient guarantee of the importance attached 
to them by the scientific world, for there is not the 
slightest doubt that they open the way to further 
discoveries, and the solution of outstanding problems 
which, in the end, will be the means of saving untold 
suffering and premature death not only of cancer 
patients, but of those afflicted with other diseases 
at present only partly understgod. 

To the clinician, the part played by * the specific 
in the causation of malignant disease, will 
He has been only 


factor ” 
probably be of greatest interest. 
too keenly aware that, in many diseases which he is 
called upon to treat, there has been present a “ third 
factor, the nature of which he has been totally unable 
to define. Some have confused individual idiosyncrasy 
with this third factor, but the boldest has 
scarcely felt justified in looking upon it as a specific 
factor. Now that such specificity has been finally 
proved to exist, much that has baffled us regarding 
diseases which are believed to be due to filtrable 
viruses may be more readily elucidated. The fact 
that in malignant disease ‘wo specific factors are 
at work, namely, the virus and the virus free extract, 
will cause a new outlook to be taken on the cause of 


even 
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the diseases, the etiology of which has up to the 
present time been obscure. The tenet that, given 
the host and a sufficient quantity of the germs of 
disease, then, as a consequence, disease will follow, is 
certainly proved not to be true of malignant growths, 
and it may not be true of many other diseases. The 
third or “ specific ” factor must also be determined. 
We believe we are not making a mis-statement when 
we say that the discovery of filtrable or ultravisible 
viruses is not now a matter of extreme difficulty and 
that their cultivation does not offer insuperable 
obstacles. Time and future reports alone will 
reveal the wealth of knowledge that has already been 
accumulated on these matters, even if it has not been 
published. But to ascertain the nature of and to 
identify the third or specific factor is, and will be for 
some time, a task of very great difficulty, and to this 
task no doubt researchers are bending all their energy. 

The work of Dr. Gye is remarkable enough to 
satisfy the most ardent seeker of sensational dis- 
coveries, and yet it is only a step in the progress of 
science. Probably the more remarkable work, and 
the work which is of outstanding interest not only to 
pathologists but also to physicists, is that of Mr. 
Barnard, who has made possible Dr. Gye’s researches, 
and also the researches of many others. The methods 
and apparatus invented and devised by him were 
evolved as a result of his study of the virus of bovine 
pleuropneumonia. Not only the nation,—the whole 
world will be ever grateful for the work of these two 
men, and research will now enlarge its field of opera- 
tions using their work as a starting point for a fresh 
campaign against diseases which up to now have 
remained unconquered enemies of both man and 
beast. 








PROTECTION OF ANIMALS. 


Mr. Herbert Williams’s Bill to extend the operation of 
the Protection of Animals Act, 1911, in respect of animals 
kept in captivity or confinement and released for the 
purpose of being hunted or coursed, was recently considered 
by a Standing Committee of the House of Commons. 
It was resolved that the Act should apply to England and 
Wales only, because the Act of i91L does not apply to 
Scotland. , 

Mr. Williams moved a new clause prowiding that the Act 
should not apply to the bona fide pursuit, for the purpose 
of recapture, of any animal which has escaped from 
confinement, or to the destruction of rats and mice. 

A member suggested that it would be possible under 
this provision for some person “ inadvertently” to let a 
stag loose and for anyone to hunt it without being liable 
to penalties. 

Mr. Williams replied that they all knew the difference 
between release and escape. If people tried to arrange an 
escape, and their guilt was clearly established, they would 
be subject to the penalties under the Bill. 

Sir Gerald Strickland strongly opposed the interference 
with personal liberty which, he said the Bill proposed. 
They were really putting an end to stag-hunting, and the 
next thing would be to stop fox-hunting. By interfering 
with legitimate sport they would throw a large number of 
people out of work. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the Bill passed 
through Committee, and was ordered to be reported to the 
House as amended. 
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CLINICAL REPORT. 





Bilateral Primary Pneumococcal Empyema in a Cat.* 





By Tom Hare, M.B., Ch.B., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 
The University of Liverpool. 


Subject—Grey male cat, aged fifteen months. 

Former History.—On February 12th, the cat was 
brought to the laboratory by Mr. C. N. Wooley, B.V.Sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., of Waterloo, with the history 
that it had never matured properly, although appearing 
to keep the best of health. No appreciable response 
had followed various anti-rachitic therapeutic 
measures, 

On arrival, the animal resembled an aged cat in 
miniature—senile facies, dry harsh scaly skin, lustre- 
less and rather brittle hair, and a lean bodily frame at 
least one half of the size proportional to age. The body 
weight was 1625 grams. No structural abnormalities 
were determined by physical examination. It was a 
playful little creature, demonstrating the inquisitive 
characteristics of the young kitten. The opinion was 
offered that it was probably a case of Infantilism of 
the type Progeria ; and the owner very kindly presen- 
ted this scientific conundrum to the laboratory for 
investigation. 

On arrival, there was a small eczematous patch 
adjacent to the anus, which quickly yielded to simple 
antiseptic ointment dressing. For two months the 
cat lived on a liberal diet of raw and cooked meat, 
with milk and water to drink. There were certainly 
no deficiencies in the appetite. Within this period 
the body weight increased by 55 grams, the senile 
appearance passed off, the skin and hair became nor- 
mal in texture, lustre and consistence. Repeated 
examinations of the blood count, blood sugar, urine 
and feeces were made with negative results; in fact, 
the only variation from the normal was the cat’s 
refusal to add to its stature as registered by body 
measurements. 

A good home having been offered by one of the 
assistants, the cat was transferred on April 3rd. 

Clinical History.—On April 7th the cat was reported 
to be refusing food, following an attack of vomiting 
with diarrhoea on the previous evening. When 
returned to the laboratory the cat cheered up and 
appeared delighted to be home again. Clinical 
examination proved negative. During the succeeding 
four days it regained much of the former good spirits, 
and when left for the Easter week-end was running 
about and feeding well, though not so playful and 
mischievous as of old. 

On April 14th we were called in by the animal- 
house attendant to find the cat stretched out on its 
sternum with its four legs, head and neck fully 

extended. The dry open mouth, the drawn back 
ears, the anxious strained expression, the pumping 
sound of the short rapid respirations, all pointed to 
the fight being made against asphyxiation. There was 
no cough, and cyanosis was not marked. 





On physical examination, little if any movement of 
the thorax was perceived, the respirations being 
entirely abdominal. When attempting palpation and 
percussion of the chest such alarming distress was 
occasioned that examination was not continued. The 
apex beat was only just palpable, but felt diffuse, 
weakened and accelerated, though regular. The 
femoral pulse was imperceptible. On auscultation 
the heart sounds were very distant and the breath 
sounds were inaudible. 

Acute lobar pneumonia was diagnosed. Supports 
were placed against the chest and under the chin. 
The cat died within the hour. 

Post-mortem Findings._-The examination was made 
about fifteen minutes after death. 

Macroscopic.—Examination of the exterior gave 
negative results. 

There was no obvious wasting of the carcase. The 
mesentery, omentum, perinephric and pelvic fat 
appeared normal. 

No pathological abnormalities were found in any 
of the abdominal or pelvic organs, though the stomach 
and liver were pushed backwards by the bulging 
diaphragm, the abdominal surface of which presented 
a network of deeply injected blood vessels. The 
abdominal vena cava was filled with dark purple fluid 
blood. 

Each of the two pleural cavities contained about 
two ounces of thick, viscid, yellowish, rather sweet 
smelling pus, containing many large coagula. Both 
surfaces of the pleura were covered with a thick, 
shaggy, greenish-yellow coloured layer of fibrino- 
purulent material, which was easily scraped off with 
a knife. All lobes of the lung were compressed, while 








*From the Thompson Yates Laboratory, The University of Liverpool. 


in addition both anterior lobes were wrinkled, non- 
crepitant, and appeared collapsed, though pieces 
floated in water. Dark venous blood was expressed 
from the cut surfaces of the different lobes. No evi- 
dence of abscess of the lung, old pleurisy, abscess or 
wound of the chest wall, or foreign body could be 
found. The bronchial glands appeared larger and 
darker than normal. Nothing abnormal was found in 
the larynx, trachea, cesophagus, pericardium or heart. 

Examination of the brain, spinal cord, sinuses of 
the skull and buccal cavities proved negative. 

The bones and joints of the limbs appeared normal. 

Microscopic.—The pleural surface, in sections both of 
the apex of the left lung and of the post lobe of the 


right lung, is lined with a fibrinopurulent exudate, 


which is also invading the adjacent more superficial 
lung elements. The cells of the serous lining remain 
intact ; organisation of the exudate has not occurred. 
Throughout the exudate large numbers of Gram 
positive oval cocci are seen. In both sections the 
lung tissue is for the greater part healthy, though 
showing evidence of the pressure exerted by the 
pleural exudate. This compression is more marked in 
the alveoli surrounding the larger bronchi, for though 
the lumina have been obliterated, the structures of 
their walls remain healthy. Here and there some of 
the bronchi show a slight catarrhal condition of their 
lining epithelium. 
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The bronchial glands show no abnormality. 
Karly cloudy swelling is evident in both kidneys, 
many of the cells of the secreting tubules, though 
adherent to their basement membranes,show a granular 
condition of their cytoplasm, with faintly staining or 
vacuolated nuclei, while here and there a certain 
number of these affected cells have been shed into the 
lumen. 

Cloudy swelling is also seen in the central cells 
of the liver lobules, 

Bacteriology. Direct smears of the pus in the 
pleural cavity revealed masses of polymorphonuclears 
with proportionately few endothelial and round cells, 
mainly entangled within fibrinous coagula. There 
were large numbers of Gram positive oval cocci, 
the majority in the form of diplococci, though a few 
single cocci and short chains of four to six units were 
present. Special stains for capsules were not used. 
There were no other types of organisms present in 
Gram, Acid Fast, and Methylene Blue films. 

Agar and blood agar plates, inoculated with the 
pus, produced after 48 hours incubation at 37°C. pure 
surface growth of pin point to pin head raised semi- 
transparent shining discrete colonies with even edges. 
Broth remained clear, with a somewhat granular 
deposit at the bottom of the tube. Hanging drops 
from the broth cultures revealed diplococci, with an 
occasional short chain form. 

There was no hemolysis produced either by blood 
agar colonies or when serum broth cultures were 
tested with suspended washed erythrocytes in Dreyer’s 
tubes. The organism was soluble in ox bile. It 
produced acid and clot in litmus milk, acid in lactose, 
but failed to ferment mannite and salicin after seven 
days’ ineubatiun. These sugar reactions were tested 
in 5 per cent. serum sugar broth standardised to a 
P.H. of 7.8 containing Andrade’s indicator. 

Further tests were not made with the organism, 
which was deemed to be the Pneumococecus (Strepto- 
coccus pneumoniae), 

Discussion. -The interesting phenomena exhibited 
by the patient previous to the onset of the empyema 
are as yet far from clear. No evidence of rickets was 
obtained. The histology of the patient's endocrine 
glands is being studied, but such an examination 
necessitates a thorough comparison with normal, 


and if obtainable, abnormal, glands, before any 
reliable deductions can be drawn. Possibly the 


phenomena will not yield to explanation, but by record- 
ing all the available details the author hopes to excite 
the interest of fellow veterinary surgeons, who may be 
good enough to lend their support, either by forwarding 
for study specimens of, or observations upon, cases 
clinically simulating infantilism, 

The fatal condition itself has several aspects of 
interest. Though the author has not as yet traced in 
veterinary literature a record of primary pneumococcal 
empyema, yet it is highly probable that such a con- 
dition is of not uncommon occurrence in the younger 
members of our domestic animals. In children it is 


fairly frequent. 
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Again, the bilateral in contrast to the unilateral 
distribution is of interest for its rarety both in the 
human and animal. 

The early changes in the liver and kidneys, together 
with the absence of any primary focus suggest that 
the pneumococcus gained entrance into the blood 
stream, resulting in a bacteremia. Just as a lobar 
pneumonia is the more localised and _ specialised 
manifestation of a septiceemic process, so the highly 
vascularised pleura may become the special battle- 
ground of the blood born infection. 

Two initial channels of infection are suggested 
by this case. For some reason or other, the patient's 
resistance having been lowered, the pneumococci 
normally present in the naso-pharynx attained 
pathogenic properties. On the other hand, the possi- 
bility of direct contact with an infectious case between 
April 3rd and April 7th, must be kept in mind. 

The presence of the intact serosa cells, the character 
of the exudate, the findings in lung, liver and 
kidneys, point to the malignant character of the 
infection. Before any marked tissue changes occurred, 
it killed. These observations agree with the clinical 
record, meagre as it is, of an onset during the week-end 
preceded by an incubation period of three to five days, 
a period characterised by psychical more than physical 
manifestations. 

The diagnosis of lobar pneumonia was wrong, the 
diagnosis that the patient was beyond all treatment was 
right. 

It is in such terminations to his cases that the 
clinician feels that a kindly restraint upon his fervour 
for scientific exactitude is well repaid--death comes 
easier when man does not make it more difficult. 











Bovine Tuberculosis. 


New Orver By MINistRY OF AGRICULTURE. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has issued the following :--- 

For some time past the Government has had under 
consideration the question of reviving the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1914. After consultation with the Ministry o: 
Health, the Ministry of Agriculture has issued an Order 
containing provisions similar to those of the 1914 Order. 
The new Order comes into force on September | next, 
that being the date ou which the Milk and Dairies Con- 
solidation Act, 1915, in England and Wales, and the 
Milk and Dairies Act, 1914, in Scotland, will take effect. 
Both these Acts prohibit the use, for the production of 
milk, of any cow which is giving tuberculous milk, or is 
suffering from tuberculosis of the udder or tuberculous 
emaciation. The Order will compel the slaughter of all 
such cows and any other bovine animal which may be 
suffering from tuberculous emaciation or from a chronic 
cough, and showing definite clinical signs of the disease. 

The owner will be required to report to the police any 
case of acow suffering from indurated udder or other chronic 
disease of the udder, as well as any bovine animals suffer- 
ing from the other above-mentioned forms of tuberculosis. 
Veterinary practitioners finding such cases among animals 
which they visit in the ordinary course of their practice 
are also required to report the fact to the local authority. 
Animals found affected after full veterinary inquiry will be 
slaughtered and compensation paid for at the rate of three- 
quarters of the market value if found to be suffering from 
non-advanced tuberculosis, and one-quarter if affected in 


(Continued at foot of first column next page.) 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
MEETINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A Meeting of Council, followed by a Quarterly 

eeting and a Special Meeting of Council, was held 

t the College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on 
Friday, 3rd July, 1925. The President, Mr.S8. H. Slocock, 
occupied the chair, and the following were present : 

Major-General Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, K.C.B. ; 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley; Mr. J. B. Buxton; Mr. 
J. H. Carter; Mr. J. Clarkson; Mr. J. C. Coleman ; 
Mr. J. F. Craig; Mr. S. H. Gaiger: Mr. A. Gofton : 
Major F. 'T. G. Hobday, C.M.G.; Mr. R. Hughes ; 
Mr. W.S. King: Mr. G. H. Livesey ; Mr. G. H. Locke ; 
Mr. G. P. Male; Mr. J. W. MeIntosh ; Mr. J. MeKinna; 
Sir J. M’Fadyean; Major-General Sir J. Moore, 
K.C.M.G.: Mr. W. D. Rees: Dr. J. Share-Jones : 
Major P. J. Simpson: Mr. T. F. Spencer; Sir 8. 
Stockman; Mr. H. Sumner: Mr. J. Willett; Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge; Mr. T. Dunlop Young, O.B.E. ; 
Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor) and Mr. F. Bullock 
(Secretary). 

MINUTES, 

The Minutes of the last Meeting of Council, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Dr. SuHare-Jones: Arising out of the Minutes, 
| should very much like to see, and have an oppor. 
tunity of examining, the evidence on which the 
Parliamentary Committee at the last meeting made 
its recommendation with regard to the University 
of Wales. | will make no further observation at this 
moment beyond this that the attitude taken by 
this Council is in marked contrast to the attitude taken 
by other professions with regard to this new Univer- 
sity. 

The Presipent: The Minutes that we have just 
taken as read are the Minutes of the Meeting of 
Council of July 4th, 1924, so that what you have said 
does not arise out of those Minutes. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: All right, Sir, | do not mind ; 
| have made my statement. 


Wetcome to New MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


The Presipenr: | desire to extend, on behalf of 
all the Council, a hearty welcome to our new members. 








(Continued from previous column. ) 


an advanced form, subject to a minimum payment of 45s 
An important provision in the Order is to prohibit the 
landing of any bovine animals from Lreland, Canada, 
or elsewhere which are affected with tuberculosis. 
Any such animals landed in contravention of the Order 
will be slaughtered in the landing places without com- 
pensation. The expenses of carrying out the Order will 
fall upon the local rates, but a Bill is at present before 
Parliament empowering the Ministry to refund out of the 
Exchequer three-quarters of the amount paid by local 
authorities in compensation for slaughtered animals. 

The new Order represents the most that is practicable 
at the present time in the direction of securing the eradi 
cation of bovine tuberculosis, and in contributing to the 
production at the source of a milk supply free from bovine 
tubercle bacilli.— The Times. 











THE VETERINARY RECORD 617 


(Cheers). ‘The first. business, gentlemen, is the election 
of President for the ensuing year. 


KLECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. T. F. Spencer: Gentlemen, | have the pleasure 
to propose a name for the position of President which 
| hope and believe will meet with your unanimous 
approval. The name is that of Mr. J. Clarkson 
(Cheers). Mr. Clarkson has many colleagues in this 
room who have worked with him for longer years than 
1 can claim to have done, but he has no colleague 
who recognises and appreciates more fully than I do 
the excellent work which he has done for this Council 
during the long vears that he has been a member of 
our governing body. The veterinary profession has 
few prizes or high awards to give to her sons, but of 
those that she has, this, I think, is the greatest. 
It is an honour that is never lightly bestowed. It is 
given in recognition of long years of service faithfully 
carried out. It means sacrifice on the part of the 
recipient both in money and in time. The amount 
of that sacrifice is well known to yourself, Sir, as you 
have just completed your year of office and are about 
to vacate the chair which you have occupied with such 
great success. Gentlemen, it is not necessary for me 
to enumerate the good qualities of Mr. Clarkson : 
all it is necessary for me to do is to ask you to allow 
ine to propose him as the President of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons for the ensuing year. (Cheers). 

Mr. McKtinna: | have very much pleasure in second- 
ing the proposition which has been so ably proposed by 
Mr. Spencer. He has referred to the qualities that 
are essential for the making of a good President, 
and | think you will find that none of those qualities 
is absent in Mr. Clarkson. [ think probably [ have 
u greater right than most of the members present 
to speak in regard to Mr. Clarkson because | have 
worked with him for over a quarter of a century. 
We in the North know what he is and value the work 
he has done. | would like to remind the Council 
how closely he has been in touch with professional life 
and professional progress. He has acted as Secretary 
of the Yorkshire Society for 21 years, and’ when he 
retired from that post we conferred upon him the highest 
honour which is available in our local Association, 
namely, that of President, an office whieh he now 
holds. We all admire him, in fact love him, and his 
name is a household word so far as veterinary matters 


‘are concerned throughout Yorkshire. Mr Spencer 


has referred to some of his other qualities, so that it is 
unnecessary for me to mention them. Mr. Clarkson 
has been a member of Council for 14 years; he has 
proved his worth as a member of Council, and I feel 
sure that before the year is ended you will be con 
vinced that he has filled the Presidential Chair with 
dignity and in the manner that we all expect the 
President to do. (Cheers). 

The Presipenr: Are there any other nominations ? 
If not, | put the motion that Mr. Clarkson be elected 
President for the ensuing year. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously, 
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(The Chair was then vacated by Mr. Slocock, and, 
after Mr. Clarkson had assumed the robe and chain of 
office, he took the chair, amid very hearty cheering). 

The Prestpent: (Mr. Clarkson): Gentlemen, I am 
afraid that I am quite incapable of expressing my 
thanks to you for the great honour you have conferred 
upon me, the greatest honour in the possession of the 
veterinary profession. I can only say that if I can 
but live up to the very flattering description of myself 
which has been given to you, I shall be perfectly 
satisfied at the end of my year of office. 

I would like you now to accord a very hearty vote of 
thanks to the retiring President, Mr. Slocock. (Cheers). 
There is no need for me to dilate on Mr. Slocock’s 
many qualities. He has filled the Chair with credit 
to himself and with dignity to the profession, and he 
has in every way most admirably carried out his duties. 
Much more could be said in regard to his work, but it 
is unnecessary for me to do so on the present occasion. 
I now ask you to accord Mr. Slocock, by acclamation, 
the very heartiest vote of thanks that we can possibly 
give him. (Cheers). 

The resolution of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Sir Stewart Stockman: I have much pleasure in 
proposing as a Vice-President the name of a gentle- 
man that will, I am sure, commend itself to the Council, 
namely, Colonel Brittlebank. Colonel Brittlebank 
is not here to-day, but I have his consent to make this 
proposal. He has great experience in conducting the 
business of this College, and I know of no person who 
is better fitted to take the place of the President in 
his absence than Colonel Brittlebank. I, therefore, 
have the greatest pleasure in proposing him as one of 
the two Vice-Presidents. 

Dr. Brapiey : I should like to be allowed to second 
that nomination, and I think I can do so in just those 
few words for the reason that I am convinced that 
every member of Council thinks that Colonel Brittle- 
bank will be the right man in the right place. (Cheers). 

Mr. Carter: I have much pleasure in proposing 
that the retiring President, Mr. Slocock, be elected 
the second Vice-President. 

Mr. CoteMAN: I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. , 
The Presipent: Are there any other nominations ? 

Sir Stewart StockMan: May I say a word of 
explanation lest I be thought discourteous? I was 
under the impression that the retiring President 
was elected a Vice-President as a matter of course, 
otherwise I should have proposed that Mr. Slocock 
be elected a Vice-President before I proposed Colonel 
Brittlebank. I understand it is not a matter of course 
that the retiring President is elected Vice-President ; 
he has to be nominated in the ordinary way. | 
hope the Council will appreciate that I had no desire 
to be discourteous towards our late President, Mr. 
Slocock, by proposing Colonel Brittlebank before him. 
I was under a misapprehension. 

The resolution, that the retiring President (Mr. 
Slocock) and Colonel Brittlebank be elected Vice- 
Presidents, was then put and carried unanimously. 





ELECTION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. McKinna: I hope I may have the honour of 
proposing that Major Abson be re-elected the Treasurer 
if the College. You will all be sorry to hear that 
Major Abson is ill, but I am glad to say that he is a 
good deal better and I am sure we all hope he will 
completely recover. He has now filled the position 
of Treasurer for some time and I am sure it will be 
your wish that he should occupy the position again. 
The funds are safe in his hands, and I am sure I am 
speaking the mind of the Council when I say that we 
hope he will consent to continue in office. (Cheers). 

Mr. Hucues: I have very much pleasure in second- 
ing that. I have known Major Abson for many years, 
and I can testify to the fine qualities he brings to his 
task and the excellent work he does for the Council. 

Mr. Carter: Asan old college chum of Major Abson 
and as one who has known him for over forty years, 
I should like to support his nomination. I do not 
know whether you think it is necessary, but I hope you 
will agree that a letter of sympathy with him in his 
illness should be sent to him. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 


ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


Dr. BrapLey: Gentlemen , I think it is a foregone 
conclusion that we should never dream of not electing 
Mr. Bullock as Secretary and Registrar. It being a fore- 
gone conclusion, I need say no more. I have much 
pleasure in moving his re-election. 

Mr. Wittetr: | have much pleasure in seconding 
that, if it needs a seconder. 

The resolution was then put and carried with 
acclamation. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting of 
Council. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 

Immediately following the Meeting of Council, 
a Quarterly Meeting of Council was held. 

The PrestpEnt (Mr. J. Clarkson) occupied the Chair, 
and the same members were present as at the previous 
meeting. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the last Quarterly Meeting of Council, 
which had been printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and signed as correct. 


APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 


The Secretary: I have received apologies for 
absence from Major Abson, who, though he has been 
ill, is now recovering and hopes soon to return to 
work ; from Colonel Brittlebank, whose duties prevent 
him from coming to London, and who very much 
regrets his inability to be present ; and also from Mr. 
Howard, who finds it impossible to be present. 


OBITUARY. 


The Secretary read the Obituary List, all the 
members standing. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary: The President communicated to 
Dr. Griffith Evans on May 24th, the congratulations 
of the Council and the profession on the 70th anni- 
versary of his graduation as a member of the College. 
Dr. Evans’s reply is as follows: “ Dear Sir,—-I thank 
you and the members sincerely for your very kind 
congratulations on the attainment of the 70th anni- 
versary of my qualification as a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and your own personal 
addition of the wish that I may be privileged to enjoy 
a happy old age. One source of happiness I have had 
constantly increasing is the progress of education 
for betterment generally, and particularly that of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.-Yours truly, 
Griffith Evans.” (Cheers). 


Ricgut or Way. 


The Secretary: Sir, it is customary for me to report 
at the Quarterly Meeting in July that I have, in ac- 
cordance with annual custom, passed through the 
doorway into Yorkshire Grey Yard in order to main- 
tain the right of way of the College over that property. 
I have now to report for the last time that there is no 
further need for me to make this statement. The 
right of way is established and cannot be taken away 
from us unless by some impossible negligence on our 
part. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. McKrinna read the following report of the 
Finance Committee and moved its reception and 
adoption :— 

I. Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. ° 

II. Treasurer—The Secretary reported that the 
Treasurer was absent through illness, but that he was 
pleased to say that Major Abson was now improving in 
health, and hoped soon to be back at work. 

It was resolved that an expression of the sympathy of 
the Committee be conveyed to Major Abson in his illness 
and their best wishes for his speedy recovery. 

III. Financial Statement.—The ‘Treasurer’s Financial 
Statement was submitted showing a balance in hand of 
£523 18s. 4d., and liabilities amounting to £454 19s. 11d. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for Petty Cash and Wages, 
Property Tax, Annual Dinner, Membership Examiners’ 
Fees and Examination Expenses, D.V.S.M. and Fellowship 
Examination Fees and Expenses. 

IV.— Annual Fees—The Registrar reported as to 
Annual Fees in arrear and the steps taken to recover the 
same, including in one case the authorisation of a Com- 
mittal Order. 

It was resolved that the action of the Registrar be 
approved. 

V. Special Donations—The Secretary reported that 
he had received the following special donations :— 

(a) From a member in South Africa anonymously £5. 

(b) From Mr. Wm. Willis a further subscription of 

£13 13s., it being his intention to pay a subscription 
of £1 ls. per annum for each year since his gradua- 
tion. 

It was resolved that the very grateful thanks of the 
Council be conveyed to the member in South Africa, and 
especially to Mr. William Willis for his generous 
subscription. 











VI. Junior Clerk.—The Secretary reported that, with 
the authorisation of the President and 'l'reasurer, he had 
appointed Mr. Albert George Henderson Junior Clerk in 
place of Mr. Bernard Robertson, at a salary of £2 per week 
as from the 27th April, 1925. 

It was resolved that the appointment be approved. 

VIL. Quinquennial Valuation.—Information was 
received that the gross and rateable values of the College 
property had been raised to £318 and £261 respectively, 
as from the 6th April, 1926. 

It was resolved to recommend that an appeal be lodged 
against this valuation, and that an expert Surveyor be 
appointed to represent the Council before the Assessment 
Committee. 

VIII. Amalgamation of Accounts.—-It was resolved 
to recommend that the seal of the College be attached to 
a request for the amalgamation of two accounts at the 
Bank of England for the holding of £1,600 44 per cent. 
War Stock, and for the transmission of dividends to the 
Bank. 

IX. General Purposes.—It was resolved to recommend 
that in future the work of General Purposes be transferred 
from the Parliamentary Committee to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Wittett: I have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion for the adoption of the report of the Finance 
Committee, more especially the last paragraph. If 
the Committees are elected this afternoon, as suggested 
in this report, the Finance Committee will have the 
General Purposes Committee attached to it. Several 
of the members who are on the Sub-Committee of the 
General Purposes Committee are not on the Parlia- 
mentary Committee although they have been doing 
that work. I think you will agree that it is essential 
that the members of that Sub-Committee should live 
in London in order that they may be on the spot and 
be able to deal with any matters that arise. If London 
members are elected the expense of travelling which 
falls upon the country members will not be entailed. 
I therefore cordially support the report of the Finance 
Committee, more especially its last recommendation. 

Sir Jonn Moore: [| have much pleasure in support- 
ing what has been said by Mr. Willett. The sub- 
Committee that was appointed to deal with matters 
relating to General Purposes considers that the Finance 
Committee would be the proper one to deal with 
General Purposes, and not the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, particularly as the Hon Treasurer is on the 
Finance Committee. The advantage of a General 
Purposes Committee is that so many of the members 
are resident in London, and small questions of general 
purposes are much more easily dealt with by members 


resident in town than by those in the countsy. 


The resolution for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 

The PrestpENT: Arising out of the report of this 
Committee, I propose that a letter of sympathy with 
Major Abson in his illness be forwarded as from the 
Council and not as from the Committee. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Professor Gorron read the following report of the 
Examination Committee, and moved its reception 
and adoption :— 
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I. Méinutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

[l. Correspondence.—A letter was received from Mr. 
Bruce H. Pottie, a student at the Glasgow Veterinary 
College, for permission to sit at the Class A examination 
on July 4th, having submitted evidence that he has 
passed the Matriculation Examinaton of the University 
of Sydney. 

It was resolved that the application be granted subject 
to the provision that proper documentary evidence of 
having passed the Matriculation Examination is submitted 
in due course. 

LLL. Summer Kaamination Arrangements.—The Secre- 
tary reported that Dr. A. Leslie Sheather found himself 
unable to act as Examiner in Pathology, Class C, at the 
Dublin Examination to be held on July 13th, but that 
arrangements had been made by the President for Mr. 
J. H. Norris, M.R.C.V.S., Director of Veterinary Research, 
Dublin, to act in his stead. 

[V. Educational Certificates.—-Kducational Certificates 
Nos. 2914-2924 were submitted and approved. 

V. Concessions.—(a) An application was received from 
Mr. Hardit Singh, B.Sec., (Punjab) for exemption under 
Bye-law 62, and further concessions. The application 
was deferred pending the receipt of further information. 

(b) An application dated 16th November, 1924, was 
received from Mr. Mehr Din for exemption on the grounds 
of military service from the preliminary examination, 
and from part of Class A. 

[It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

VI. Applications from Colonial Graduates.—(a) An 
application was received from Capt. E. C. Thurston, D.V.8., 
a graduate of McGill University, Veterinary Faculty, 1896. 
Capt. C.A.V.C., 1914-1919, for admission to the course 
under Bye-law 95. 

It was resolved that the application be deferred pending 
information as to the length of the course on which the 
Diploma was granted. 


(b) An application was received from Mr. J. R. N. 
Harrison, Diploma Ontario Veterinary College, 1908, 
for exemption under Bye-law 95 or alternately other 
concessions. 


It was resolved that the candidate be informed that no 
concessions of the kind he asks for can be granted, but 
that he is eligible to sit for the Class C Examination 
on July 4th. 

VIL. University College of South Wales.—An application 
was received from the University College of South Wales 
for the recognition of their first year courses in Physics, 
Chemistry, Botany and Zoology in lieu of the Class A 
examination in those subjects. 

It was resolved that under the Bye-laws the application 
cannot be acceded to. 

VIII. D.V.S.M. Examinalion.—-Reports were received 
on the D.V.S.M. Examination held at Edinburgh from 
June 22nd—27th, from which it appeared that sixfeen 
candidates entered, of whom fourteen were successful. 


Mr. Hu@ues seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
The Secretary read the following report of the 
Registration Committee :— 
I. Minutes.—-The minutes of the previous meeting, 


having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

If. Cases.—-No. 2074, Poor People’s Dispensary for 
Sick Animals. Non-members. Advertising Veterinary 
treatment. A circular issued by this Society was sub- 
mitted and 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
communicate with the President of the Society on the 
matter. 

No. 2090, member, conduct. 
was received in this case. 


A satistactory undertaking 
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No. 2095, non-member. ** Veterinary Adviser.’ The 
solicitor reported that he had not been able to obtain 
satisfactory evidence until quite recently, and 

It was resolved that the order for a prosecution be 
renewed. 

No. 2110, non-member. <A further complaint was 
received in this case, but it was resolved that no action 
be taken. 

No. 2114, member, conduct. 
case be struck out. 

No. 2117, member, advertising. 
were received in this case. and it 
further action be taken. 

No. 2127, member, covering. An undertaking was 
received in this case which was considered satisfactory. 

No. 2138, member, covering. The Secretary was 
instructed to communicate with this member asking for 
an explanation. 

No. 2141, non-member, * Veterinary Supply Co.’ 
In the absence of further evidence this case was ordered 
to be struck out. 

No. 2145, non-member, * Animal Specialist.” The 
solicitor reported that he had only recently obtained 
satisfactory evidence, and it was resolved that the order 
to prosecute be renewed. 

No. 2147, member, conduct. 
action be taken. 

2148, non-member, ** Veterinary Surgeon.” 
was ordered to stand over for further evidence. 

No. 2150, member, touting. This case was deferred 
for further evidence. 

No. 2151, member, touting. It was resolved that this 
member be called upon to appear at the next meeting to 
show cause why his name should not Le removed from the 
Register for a breach of Bye-law 53 (iii.). 

No. 2152, non-member, ** Canine Surgeon.” It 
resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this case. 

No. 2153, non-member, ** Hon. Veterinary Inspector.”’ 
It was resolved that there was no case. 

No. 2154, member, conduct. The Secretary was 
instructed to communicate with this member onthe matter. 

No. 2155, member, Employment of Unqualified Assis- 
tant. The Secretary was instructed to require an 
explanation from this member. 

No. 2156, non-member, Giving Veterinary Certificate 
at Auction Sale. The Secretary was instructed to report 
the matter to the R.S.P.C.A. 

No. 2157, non-member, Use of College Crest. 
case was ordered to stand over for further evidence. 

No. 2158, non-member, ** Veterinary Chemist.” It 
was resolved that no action be taken. 

No. 2159, non-member, ** Canine Specialist.’ It 
resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this case. 

No. 2160, member, covering. It was resolved that this 
member be called upon to appear at the next meeting 
of the Committee to show cause why his name should not 
be removed from the Register for a breach of Bye-law 53. 

IIl. Correspondence.—Further correspondence was 
submitted and the Secretary was instructed as to the 
replies to be sent. 


On the motion of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. 
Carter, the report was received and adopted. 

The Seal of the College was ordered to be affixed 
to the authorisations for prosecutions ordered. 


It was resolved that this 


Letters of explanation 
was resolved that no 


It was resolved that no 


This case 


was 


This 


was 


PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE. 


Dr. BrapLey read the following report of the 
Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee and 
moved its reception and adoption : 

I. Méinutes—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 















July 25, 1935. 


II. Correspondence.—A letter was received from the 
Secretary of the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
enclosing copy of a circular letter forwarded by the Veter- 
inary Medical Association of Ireland to every veterinary 
surgeon in the Irish Free State urging upon them the 
advisability of paying the annual fee to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and also a copy of a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ 
Association held in Cork on April 4th, approving of such 
letter. 

It was resolved that the cordial thanks of the Council 
be conveyed to the Veterinary Medical Association of 
treland for their action in this matter. 

Iti. Parliamentary Biils—-(a) Therapeutic Substances 
Bill_—-A letter was received from the Ministry of Health 
dated 18th April, 1925, stating that it was not possible 
toadd to the membership of the Advisory Committee under 
Clause 5 (9). An assurance was, however, given that no 
regulations will be made under Clause 5 (9) without con- 
sultation with the Council of the Royal College. 

(b) Ipswich Corporation Bill, A letter was received from 
the Town Clerk of Ipswich acknowledging receipt of 
the resolution of the Council, and promising that the 
matter should be kept in mind. 

[V. Police Court Veterinary Evidence. A letter was 
received from the Home Office dated the 19th May. 1925, 
as follows : 

Home Office, 
Whitehall, 
19th May, 1925. 

Gentlemen,—With reference to your letter of the 
28th ulto., I am directed by the Secretary of State to say 
that when the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons or a Committee of it is engaged in investigating 
a complaint against a Veterinary Surgeon in pursuance of 
sections 6 and 8 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, it is, 
in the Secretary of State’s opinion, right that the Clerk 
to any Court of Summary Jurisdiction at which the 
Veterinary Surgeon has been convicted should on appli- 
cation supply them with a copy of the conviction and of 
such notes of evidence as may be available. [ am to 
point out that a newspaper report of the proceedings, 
if the Clerk of the Court certifies it as correct, will some- 
times be found of more use than the notes of evidence. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
J. B. Simpson. 
Messrs. G. Thatcher & Son, 
32 Kssex Street, 


Strand, 
W.C.2. 
V. Trish Free State. The following report was 


submitted by the President :— 

The President, Solicitor, and Secretary attended by 
appointment at the Privy Council Office on Tuesday, 
May 19th, and were received by Mr. Colin Smith, Deputy 
Clerk of the Council, and Mr. G. G. Whiskard, C.B., an 
Assistant Secretary of the Colonial Office. 

The letter addressed by the Council to the Colonial 
Office on the 8th April, calling attention to the necessity 
for an official ruling with regard to the relationship of 
the Royal College to members practising in the Irish 
Free State, and to students in training at the Royal 
Veterinary College of Lreland, was considered, and discussed 
in detail. 

Mr. Whiskard explained that under the present state of 
the law the Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts did not apply to the 
Free State. He undertook, however, to submit the matter 
to the Colonial Secretary, and to recommend that the 
Government of the Irish Free State should introduce 
legislation somewhat on the lines of the recent Lrish Free 
State Medical Act, so as to regularise the position of the 
Royal College in reiation to the administration of its 
Charters and the Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts in the Irish 
Free State. 


Mr. HuGues: I second the motion for the adoption 
of the report. 
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Dr. SHARE-JONES: May I ask whether any steps 
have been taken to secure a definition of the position 
of veterinary surgeons under the Meat Regulations 
in this country ¢ 

Dr. BrapLtey: I think that the Minutes of the 
Proceedings of the Committee have always been 
circulated to the members, and any steps that have 
been taken are referred to in those Minutes. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES : If that is so, | take it the reply is 
in the negative. It is quite possible, however, that 
steps might have been taken without their being 
recorded, and if they have not been taken I think it ts 
high time that steps were taken. I observe that the 
Regulations for Scotland are very much more strin- 
gent than they are down here. In the Scottish Regu- 
lations the position of the veterinary surgeon is 
clearly defined. In this country below the Tweed 
we have generally been somewhat late in these matters. 
It came to my notice a day or two ago that a big 
conference has already been held between the Medical 
Officers of Health and the Sanitary Inspectors to 
discuss, I take it, the position of those two sections 
under these Orders, and it would interest me to know 
whether any invitation to attend had been extended 
either to this body or to any other body of veterinary 
surgeons connected with this highly important matter. 
In my opinion this matter is so important that unless 
some steps are taken by some authoritative body or 
other we shall, as usually happens, be very badly 
* left” on this side of the Tweed. 

Dr. BrapLey: Perhaps Dr. Share-Jones would 
suggest that the matter be remitted to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee to take such steps as are necessary ¢ 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: | suggest that there should be a 
special meeting to deal with this matter, and that it 
be not left over for another Quarter. 

The Presipent: Will you make a proposition to 
that effect ? 

Dr. SHare-JoNes: | move that a special meeting 
of the Parliamentary Committee be summoned—(l 
do not happen to be on that Committee myself, but 
| take it that other members of this Council who are 
interested in this important subject will be permitted 
to attend that meeting) -to deal with the matter at 
once, and that copies of the Regulations as they 
apply to Scotland and the proposed Regulations for 
Kngland be available for the use of the Committee 
at that meeting. 

Mr. CotemMaAN: | second that. . 

Professor CraiG : The Report of the Parliamentary 
Committee contains a matter of the greatest possible 
importance to members of the profession in the [rish 
Free State, namely, the relations of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to members in that country. 
| am happy to think and to know that the bulk of the 
profession in Ireland are earnest in their desire that 
the present relationship with the Royal College shall 
continue, and | believe that the State is not averse to 
that idea. ‘There has been no expression of a desire 
for a diploma in veterinary science for students who 
practise in the Irish State. But 1 must remind the 
Council that legislation is often delayed, and that it 
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may take some time before the present position of the 
profession in regard to the Royal College under the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts is properly regularised, 
and that is the point to which I want to refer, more 
particularly in connection with the relationship of the 
Veterinary College of Ireland and the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. I do not know whether the 
Committee which went to the Colonial Office referred 
to the fact that the College was founded by Royal 
Charter. It still holds that Charter as modified in 
1915, and among the provisions of that Charter are the 
following :—“‘‘ That the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland shall be affiliated with the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, that its students shall be eligible 
for the examinations and the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and that the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons shall hold their examina- 
tions in Dublin.” That Charter still heids and is 
acted upon, and I am informed that it can only be 
annulled or withdrawn by Act of Parliament. I know 
of no Act of Parliament which has changed that 
Charter in any way or withdrawn it. I have said 
that in any case legislation may be delayed, and 
naturally in a process of change there is always a 
considerable amount of doubt, confusion and distrust. 
I should like, therefore, in the interests of the students 
who attend the College to be assured that the present 
position of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland 
in relation to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
will continue for at least twelve months. (Cheers). 


Mr. Gorron: With regard to the matter raised by 
Dr. Share-Jones, I think it is only right to remind the 
Council of the action which has been taken by the 
National Association in connection with the position 
of veterinary surgeons under the Meat Inspection 
Regulations. The whole of the action taken by the 
National Association has been published in the Record 
and is available to every member of Council. I need 
not go into details; I need only say that it would be 
superfluous on the part of the Council at the present 
time to take any action in supplement of what has 
been done by the National Association. Of course 
if it is the wish of the Council I am quite prepared 
to give details of what has been done, but in view of the 
fact that it has been published and presumably is 
known to every member in this room, with the ex- 
ception of Professor Share-Jones, I think it would be 
superfluous at the present time, except at the special 
wish of the Council, to repeat what has been done. 

Dr. Suare-JoneEs: I raised the matter here owing 
to an extraordinary “ liveliness ” which has developed 
in the country within the last two or three weeks. 
I speak with intimate knowledge of what is going on 
actually in the field, because I am chairman of one of 
the largest health authorities in the country. A 
tremendous interest in this problem has been developed 
on the part of the junior sanitary inspector. There are 
others in this room who can, if they so desire, make a 
statement on this question, but it is developing to such 
a degree that it is in the highest interests of our 
profession that, apart from what has been done else- 
where, some very decided action should be taken 





here which will strengthen our hands in the situation 
which has arisen. In the Scotch Orders the definition 
is clear, namely ;—‘‘ No person shall be qualified 
to act as a meat inspector under these regulations 
unless he is either the Medical Officer of Health of the 
district or a veterinary surgeon’’—the veterinary 
surgeon is distinctly mentioned—“ or a person who, 
not being a Medical Officer of Health or a veterinary 
surgeon, has received special training in the work of 
meat inspection, and prior to the first day of June, 
1923, had not less than seven years’ practical experi- 
ence in the work and has obtained from the Board a 
certificate, which may at any time be cancelled or 
withdrawn, that he is qualified to act as a meat in- 
spector in the execution of these regulations.” That 
is Scotland. But when we come to England we find 
there is absolutely no definition so far as the veterinary 
surgeon is concerned. It simply says that the Medical 
Officer of Health includes any person temporarily 
acting in that capactiy ; that inspector means “ the 
Medical Officer of Health or any other officer of a 
local authority having under the Acts relating to 
public health or any local Act power to inspect and 
examine meat intended for the food of man.” What is 
occurring is this. I have nothing whatever to say 
in regard to the experienced men referred to in the 
Scotch Regulations, but I do say that it is contrary to 
the public interest that local authorities on this 
side of the border should encourage sanitary inspectors 
of a junior type, who have had no experience whatso- 
ever in the subject, to go and take out a fortnightly 
course to qualify them to take up the position under the 
regulations as they apply to this country. I think 
that this body, being an authoritative body, can at 
least do something to prevent that continuing. 

Mr. Spencer: I am inclined to agree with Dr. Share- 
Jones with regard to this matter, and unless Mr. Gofton 
can give some further reason why we should not take 
action I shall vote in favour of Dr. Share-Jones’ 
motion, because it is a fact, as Dr. Share-Jones has 
pointed out, that junior sanitary inspectors are being 
appointed wholesale to these appointments. They 
are receiving a course of a few weeks’ training pre- 
sumably to fit them for the larger duties. I think that 
is a very serious matter which affects this Council 
in a very marked degree, and I support what Dr. 
Share-Jones has said that we should take some action 
with regard to it, if any action is possible. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I cannot say, without fur- 
ther information than I at present possess, whether I 
should be inclined to support Dr. Share-Jones’ pro- 
posal that a special meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee be convened ; but I agree with Mr. Spencer 
that the explanation given by Mr. Gofton does not 
appear to be quite satisfactory. As far as I can gather, 
the matter is one of very great importance to the 
members of this profession. I understood Mr. Gofton 
to say that anything touching this matter that may 
have been done by the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion and published in the Veterinary Record is 
bound to be known to all of us. 

Mr. Gorton: I said “ presumably.” 
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Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Yes, presumably. I frankly 
admit that I am a regular reader of the Veterinary 
Record, in the sense that I peruse it every week and 
at any rate read the headings ; and since the headings 
may satisfy me that they do not relate to matters 
demanding my particular attention, much may appear 
in the Veterinary Record with which I am not ac- 
quainted. I do not think that this Council can properly 
remit any of its proper functions to the National 
Veterinary Association. I think there has been a 
distinct danger that some action that ought to have 
been taken by this Council has been delayed. (Hear, 
hear). I only say this admitting that my information 
is imperfect ; but if there has been any delay I think 
it is very important that steps should be taken to put 
it right as far as possible. Speaking again on the spur 
of the moment only, I think thas what has been des- 
cribed by Dr. Share-Jones as being done, or proposed 
to be done, in England is highly unsatisfactory. 
(Hear, hear). 

Professor Gaicer: I think it would be highly 
illuminating to this Council if they were informed by 
Mr. Gofton what action was taken by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. I asked a question 
yesterday on this very subject in the Council of the 
National Association, and, so far as I could gather, 
the action taken was this—that it is left to one or two 
members of the National Association to watch matters. 
That is not taking action. I think that is very unsatis- 
factory indeed ; I think official action should be taken. 


Mr. Gorton: May I interrupt Professor Gaiger 
for a moment to say that he is referring to an alto- 
gether different matter and not the Meat Inspection 
Regulations. The question which Professor Gaiger 
raised referred to the Milk and Dairies Act and not 
to the Meat Regulations. 

Professor GaicER: It referred certainly to the Milk 
and Dairies Act, but there were other matters in my 
mind in asking that question. I think it is very wrong 
that this Council should refrain from taking action 
because the National Association is taking action 
on the same subject. 

Mr. Gorton : Perhaps it might be wise if I explained 
at this stage just exactly what has been done by the 
“National.” I did not enter into any explanation 
before, not out of any feeling of disrespect for, or lack 
of courtesy to, the Council, but merely with the desire 
to save the time of the Council, in the belief that 
the majority of the members in this room would be 
conversant with the action which had already been 
taken by “ National.” The National Association 
approached the Ministry of Health, and asked the 
Ministry of Health for its opinion as to whether it 
was competent for a local authority to appoint a 
veterinary inspector as meat inspector under the 
English Meat Regulations. I have not the document in 
front of me but, but speaking from memory, | think 
I am right in saying that the substance of the reply is 
this—that it is quite competent for a local authority 
to appoint a veterinary inspector under the Regulations; 
also if such an appointment were made it would be 
recognised by the Ministry of Health as a competent 
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appointment for the purposes of the Regulations. 
A letter was sent to every local authority in Great 
Britain urging the claims of the veterinary inspector 
to be appointed as the meat inspector under the 
Regulations, emphasising the recommendations of the 
Departmental Committees in England and Scotland 
as to the appointment of veterinary inspectors for the 
purposes of meat inspection, and also enclosing a copy 
of the letter whch was received from the English 
Ministry of Health stating that the appointment of a 
veterinary surgeon under the Meat Regulations was 
quite competent. 


Dr. SHARE-JONES: That is absolutely beside the 
point. I know that. We all know that we can 
appoint veterinary surgeons, but it must be perfectly 
obvious to this meeting how helpful to those in au- 
thority in Scotland their regulations are as compared 
with the regulations in England. I am prompted to 
bring this matter up here because only the day before 
yesterday I received a publication in which there was a 
reference to a mass meeting recently held in Leeds 
of Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary Inspectors 
to consider the position, so that they are making a very 
decided move in regard to this matter. 

Mr. DunLop YounG: This is a subject of consider- 
able interest to me. I would like, in the first place, 
to support every word that Dr. Share-Jones and also 
Sir John M’Fadyean have said. We are in a most 
invidious position with regard to the regulations 
relating to meat inspection. The “National” have done 
what they can, but, speaking as a member of the 
“National” I am sorry to have to disagree with them. 
With regard to the letter that has been sent by the 
Ministry of Health, I do not think it will do a single bit 
of good at all. The only way that a veterinary inspector 
can be appointed under the Public Health Act is as 
a Sanitary Inspector. (A Member: It is not!) 
That is so. We are going back and trying to rake 
up an old act of 1847 which was amalgamated with the 
1875 Act, but no Sanitary Inspector at this present 
moment is appointed under the 1847 Act—not a single 
one. They are all appointed under the 1875 Act 
or under the London Act of 1891. So much did the 
Departmental Committee on Meat Inspection recog- 
nise that fact that they put a special recommendation 
in their report, namely, that the law should be amen- 
ded to bring the veterinary surgeon into the same posi- 
tion under the Public Health Act as the Medical 
Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector; and 
until that has been done, and until the veterinary 
surgeon, as Dr. Share-Jones has said, is put in the same 
category as the veterinary surgeon is in Scotland, 
we are in a false position altogether. So dissatisfied 
have I been with the whole state of affairs, that I 
drew the attention of the Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Association to the fact that a Public Health 
Bill is going through the House of Commons at the 
present time. Amendments are being made to it 
and fresh sections are being put in, and [ asked him if 
it was not possible to use these means of getting a 
section put in in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Departmental Committee. Up to the present 
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time I have not heard what has been done, but I do 
strongly urge you to adopt the suggestion of Dr. 
Share-Jones, that this matter should be remitted to the 
consideration of a Committee, and that every step 
should be taken at this juncture to see if a section can 
be put into that Bill to safeguard the interests of our 
profession and put it into the position in which I think 
it ought to be. (Hear, hear). 

The Presipent: | have a proposition, moved by 
Dr. Share-Jones and seconded by Mr. Coleman, that 
a special meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
be called and that other members of the Council who 
desire to attend may do so. 

Sir Jomn M’Fapyean: May | ask whether that will 
expedite matters sufficiently in the case of necessity / 

Mr. McKinna: We ought to act at once. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: It may be necessary to hold 
a special meeting of Council, or to give the Parlia- 
mentary Committee authority to deal with the matter, 

Dr. SHare-JONES: | move at once that we as a 
Council, draw attention to the extraordinary differ- 
ence in the position of the veterinary surgeon in regard 
to the same problem in the Meat Regulations for 
Scotland and the proposed Meat Regulations for 
England, that we protest against the difference therein 
defined, and that we send a copy of the resolution 
to the Ministry. 

Mr. McKtnna: I think that if the various local 
authorities in England understood the position they 
would act in regard to it, and for that purpose I think 
another letter ought to be sent at once to the local 
authorities. We all know that the veterinary surgeon 
is specially qualified to do this work; he is the best 
man for the position, and if the local authorities 
knew of our wishes I think they would readily comply 
with them. I think this is an urgent matter which 
ought to be attended to at once. If we delay too 
long, any action on our part will be useless. 

Mr. Mate: I| quite agree with Dr. Share-Jones that 
this is a matter of urgency, and that the position of the 
veterinary surgeon in England should be defined as it 
is in Scotland. But | much regret the remarks that 
have fallen from other speakers with regard to the 
action of the ‘* National,” because I am a member of 
both the Council of the ‘“‘ National” and of this Council. 
The ** National” have taken up this matter and have 
done a very great deal of work in regard to it, and in 
my opinion there is no reason why they should be 
censured for that action. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: No censure was intended. 

Mr. MALE: | rather thought it was. On the other 
hand, there is no reason why this Council should not 
take up the matter. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I should like, if | may, 
to say a word in explanation, because [ think the 
remarks Mr. Male has made must refer to me, as | was 
the first to mention the work of the “National” in this 
matter. I did not say the slightest word of disrespect 
in regard to the “ National,” nor had I anything in my 
mind against them. It is against this Council that 
1 am complaining. 
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Mr. Mate: It was not your remarks Sir John, 
that J referred to ; it was in regard to another member's 
remarks, who complained about a question which 
did not refer to this question of meat inspection. 

Professor GAIGER: May I rise to a point of order and 
say that if my remarks were taken as a censure on 
the *“‘ National” they were wrongly taken. They were 
not in any sense meant to censure the “ National.” 
The position is very much the same with regard to the 
Milk and Dairies Act as it is with regard to the Meat 
Inspection Regulations, and hence my reason for 
bringing it up. 

Dr. BrapLey: I am very glad that Professor Gaiger 
has withdrawn his remarks, which might have led 
one to think that there was a censure on the “ National,” 
or | understood it so at any rate. The “ National” has 
taken very important steps to define the position of the 
veterinary surgeon. They have sent circulars to 
every public authority in this country, with very good 
effect, and there have been numerous letters received 
thanking the “ National” for so doing and for pointing 
out that veterinary surgeons can be appointed under the 
existing regulations. | quite admit that it is a very 
unsatisfactory position, but these local authorities 
have, since these circulars went out, appointed quite 
a number of veterinary surgeons whom they would 
not otherwise have done, so that I think the action of 
the ‘* National” was very beneficial. 1 think it is only 
right to say that. 

Sir Srewart SrockMAN: May I, ona point of order, 
ask if it is competent to discuss, in connection with a 
proposal that this Council shall do something, what the 
National Veterinary Association has done? It seems 
to me to be out of place altogether. I am quite pre- 
pared to applaud what the “ National” has done, but 
I think it is wasting time to do so when the proposal 
is that this Council should do something. 

The Prestpent: | have a proposal by Professor 
Share-Jones, duly seconded, that a special meeting of 
the Parliamentary Committee be called. An amend- 
ment has been moved that something be done by the 
Council immediately and I must ask Mr. Share-Jones’ 
permission to allow his proposal to be amended. 

Dr. SHarE-JONES: Why regard them as amend- 
ments ? | only want this Council to have an oppor- 
tunity of considering what is the strongest action we 
can take. Lf | may offer the Council a little advice 
(it is presumption on my part to do so)—-it would be a 
mistake to embark on a campaign of this kind in a 
manner such as would lead the average voting member 
of a local Council to think that we were grinding our 
own axes. I assure you that anything of that kind would 
cause the thing to fall flat immediately and would 
cause our endeavours to fail. But I do think, as one 
who will be concerned in making a number of these 
appointments very shortly, that it would help if we, 
in some emphatic manner, drew attention to the very 
marked difference between the Regulation as it 
exists in Scotland and the proposed Regulation for 
England. If anyone has a better way of doing it, 
which will not put up the backs of the local authorities, 
then I am with him. 














July 25, 1925 


Sir Jonn M’Fapyean : Before this amended proposal 
is put, | would like to be allowed to make an observa- 
tion with regard to it, and to say that whilst I support 
the original proposal I entirely dissent from the 
amended proposal. I strongly demur to the suggestion 
that the Council should, without consideration, decide 
what is to be done. When I spoke last I raised the 
question whether it was not desirable to give the 
Committee power to deal with the matter in the name 
of the Council. If I am right in supposing that the 
matter is really urgent, I think that is the resolution 
that should be passed. 

Mr. McKtnna: Giving the Committee power to 
deal with the matter ? 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Yes. The alternative would 
be to summon a special meeting of Council, which of 
course we do not wish to do if it is avoidable. 

Mr. SuHare-Jones: If Sir John simply means that 
the resolution is to give the Committee power to act, 
| am quite in accord with the suggestion, because it 
has been apparent from the very outset that my 
object in raising it at all was to avoid any further 
delay. 1 will add that at once to the proposition. 

Professor WooLpripGe: It appears to me that 
there is some confusion with regard to what has been 
done by the National Veterinary Medical Association 
in regard to the proposition before the meeting to-day. 
It is within the memory of most of the members that 
the Ministry of Health has issued certain Regulations 
with regard to the inspection of meat, and it was in 
regard to those regulations as to veterinary surgeons 
being competent to carry out those duties that the 
National acted there and then. It was memo, 62. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: What was the date on 
which the ‘“‘ National” took action ? 

Professor WooLpripGe: I do not know the date 
now, but the point is that it is a matter regarding 
Regulations which have been issued by the Ministry 
of Health. I take it the proposition is that, since there 
is a Public Health Bill in hand, those duties can be 
more clearly defined and inserted in that Bill if action 
is taken at once. I strongly support the proposal 
that a meeting of the Parliamentary Committee be 
called and be given power to act, so that whatever 
action may be deemed advisable in the interests of the 
profession may not be too late for the insertion of a 
definition in the Bill if it can be brought about. 

The PREstpENT: Does that meet with your approval 
Dr. Share-Jones ? 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: Yes. 

Mr. Gorton : Before you put that, may I remind the 
Council that at the time these Meat Regulations were 
in draft and before they had actually taken effect 
they were considered by the Parliamentary Committee, 
and that every member of Council had an opportunity 
of seeing them or of commenting on them. That took 
place either at the January Meeting this year or the 
October Meeting last year. It seems to me it is a very 
extraordinary thing that, if no action was taken at that 
time, there should be a cry raised six months or 
nine months afterwards to the effect that we are going 
to be too late in taking any action. I have asked Mr. 
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Bullock to look up the date when these Meat Regu- 
lations were in fact before the Parliamentary Committee 
and I hope he will be able to put that in front of the 
Council. 

Mr. CoLEMAN: As the seconder of the motion | 
should like to be allowed to make a few remarks. 
It will be remembered by a large number of the 
members present that | brought this matter up six 
or nine months ago, and Mr. Gofton then took exactly 
the same attitude as he has done to-day. The Council 
did not discuss the matter. Dr. Share-Jones’ motion 
puts the matter very clearly in regard to the position 
that the veterinary surgeon holds with the local 
authorities in England. His position is very question- 
able. He gets called in occasionally, but he has no 
standing under any of the local bye-laws. The Food 
Order which Professor Wooldridge has referred to 
does, | know, say that a veterinary surgeon may act, 
hut there is no specification of it the same as in the 
Scotch Bill. I fear that a little friction seems to have 
been caused because it is proposed that the Council 
shall take action after the “ National” have already 
taken action. | ama member also of the National 
Council, and I feel very grateful to them as a general 
practitioner for the work they.have done. But I see no 
reason whatever for any friction. I do not see any 
reason at all why the superior body, namely, the 
Council, should not now take action. I see no ob- 
jection to it at all. 

Dr. SHare-Jones: I accept at once Professor 
Gofton’s statement that this has been before the Coun- 
cil before, but I do not see that that affects the matter 
to-day at all. 

Professor Gorton : The Minute of the 9th January, 
1925, reads as follows: -* Ministry of Health Meat 
Regulations. Mr. Coleman drew attention to the 
Regulations published by the Ministry of Health 
with regard to Meat Inspection, but no action was 
taken.” 

Mr. CoLeMAN : I asked that action should be taken. 

Mr. Buxron: | think it is correct that the Meat 
Regulations are based upon the existing Public Health 
Act. May I point out that there is an alteration in the 
Public Health Act now available for consideration, 
and may I ask if the Parliamentary Committee has 
yet received it? It has been considered by the 
‘‘National.”’ That is the thing we want to go for and not 
the Meat Regulations. If we can get an alteration 


‘made in the Public Health Act, automatically the 


Regulations have to comply with the alteration made 
in the Act. 

The PrestpENT: | now have a proposition before me 
moved by Dr. Share-Jones and seconded by Mr. 
Coleman, that a special meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee be called to deal with the matter, the 
Committee being given power to act. 

Mr. Buxton: I am sorry to speak again, but is this 
meeting of the Parliamentary Committee to be called 
to consider the new public Health Act or the Meat 
Regulations—because the one is in force, or at least 
finished with. It is the Public Health Act that is 
important. 
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The Prestpent: I take it that it is the Meat 
Regulations. I may be wrong. 

Mr. Buxton : I submit that that is not the best way 
of tackling the subject. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: Broadly speaking, what the 
Committee has to consider is the position of the 
veterinary surgeon in relation to the subject of meat 
inspection—to include the whole thing. We are in 
sore need of a comprehensive Public Health ‘Act, 
but at the present moment what is actually occurring 
in different parts of the country is that these appoint- 
ments are being made under the Regulations, and if they 
are made under the Regulations it will take a traction 
engine to undo the appointment when a new Public 
Health Act comes into operation. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyvean: It will be senseless to tie the 
hands of the Committee in any respect. 

The Prestpent: You have heard the proposition. 
Will those in favour of it please signify. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

Professor GaicerR: I move that the name of Prof- 
Share-Jones be added to the Parliamentary Committee 
for this purpose. He is not on the suggested list. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I support that. 

Mr. Svencer: I wish to draw attention to a matter 
which was mentioned by Mr. Dunlop Young, because 
I wanted an instruction given to the Committee to 
take the point into consideration. It is with reference 
to the appointment of a veterinary surgeon as an 
inspector in the capacity of an inspector of nuisances 
before he has the right to enter premises or to seize. It 
has been disputed that this is the case, but I believe Mr. 
Dunlop Young is right when he says it is necessary 
that a veterinary surgeon shall be first appointed an 
inspector of nuisances. I think that is a point which 
might be considered by the Committee. 

The Prestpent: Very well. 

Professor Gorton: I have here a copy of a letter 
from the Ministry of Health to the “ National” on that 
subject, which I think ought to clarify the minds of the 
members of Council, in regard to the position of the 
veterinary inspector under the meat regulations :- 

“ Ministry of Health, Whitehall, S.W.1. 19th March, 
1925. Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 13th inst., 
I am directed by the Minister of Health to say that he 
agrees that is it competent to a local authority to 
appoint a veterinary surgeon as an officer for the 
purpose of inspecting meat, and that where such an 
appointment is made, the veterinary surgeon is an 
‘inspector ’ within the meaning of the Public Health 
(Meat) Regulations. The recommendations of the 
Departmental Committee with reference to the appoint- 
ment of meat inspectors were communicated to local 
authorities in the Minister’s Circular 282 of 16th March, 
1922, and it does not appear necessary to issue any 
further communication to local authorities on this 
matter at the present time.” The first paragraph of that 
letter makes it quite clear that it is competent to a 
local authority to appoint a veterinary surgeon as an 
officer for the purpose of inspecting meat. Every 





local authority in Great Britain received a copy of that 
letter. 

Dr. SuHare-Jones: I have already said that it is 
competent for them to appoint, but in Scotland they 
say they shall appoint. ‘In Scotland it must be either 
the Medical Officer of Health, the veterinary surgeon, 
or a sanitary inspector with seven years’ experience, 
which is a totally different matter. 

Mr. Duntop Youne : I would like Professor Gofton 
to tell me under which Statute of the Public Health 
Act they can appoint a veterinary inspector to act 
as a meat inspector. If he can tell me that I shall be 
very pleased. I stand here to-day, as one who con- 
trols probably the biggest meat inspection in the 
world, and in order to have the necessary powers to 
enter and seize I have to act as a sanitary inspector 
and not as a veterinary inspector. 

Dr. BrapLey: Ona point of order, is this discussion 
now that the motion has been carried, strictly rele- 
vant ? 

The PrestpENT: I am afraid it is not. 

Mr. McKinna: With regard to the legal aspect of the 
question which Mr. Spencer put, I thought the 1847 
Act— 

Sir Stewart StockMaNn: On a point of order, Sir, 
I protest that we are not getting on with the business. 
A Committee has been appointed to go into this matter 
and we should leave that Committee to discuss it, 
and not discuss it further to-day. I want to help you, 
Sir, to get on with the business. 

The PREstmpENT: Yes. 

Professor Craic : In the midst of this question with 
regard to meat inspection I drew attention to another 
matter. May I have the assurance for which I then 
asked ? 

The Prestpent: You heard Professor Craig some 
time ago speaking in connection with the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland and the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and their association in the past. 
Professor Craig would like an assurance from this 
Council that we have no intention of altering those 
arrangements or severing our connection with Ireland. 
Is that so ? 

Sir Joun M Fapyean: I understood that it was 
rather the other way about—that an assurance was 
being given to us that the connection could not be 
dissolved without an Act of Parliament. Certainly, 
if an assurance is really necessary I should support the 
proposal that we give it, but I felt very much assured 
by what Professor Craig said that the Charter which 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland holds will hold 
good until it is abrogated by an Act of Parliament. 
I was disposed to ask whether that was an Act of 
Parliament passed by this country or by the Irish 
Free State, or both. 

Professor Craic: I do not think it matters much 
which so far as that is concerned. The point I wanted 
to make (whether I am correct in regard to the Charter 
or not) was that I should like to be assured that, in the 
interests of the students, there will be no doubt about 
the question, twelve months hence, if they enter in 
October that they will be eligible for the exarhinations 
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of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. (Hear, 
hear). 

The Prestpent: I think you may have that as- 
surance, Professor Craig. 

Sir Layton Bienxinsop: I should like to ask 
Professor Craig if he is going to ensure that the veter- 
inary profession in Ireland will pay their annual fees 
to this College. 

Professor Craig: Perhaps one can answer that 
question by asking another: in this country can one 
get any assurance, that without having recourse to 
the law, all the members of the College will pay their 
annual subscriptions ? 

The Presipent: I think we might pass from that. 

Mr. Mate: If Professor Craig wants it as a formal 
proposition and will propose it I will second it. [am 
sure we are all in agreement with regard to it. 

The Presipent: Would you like it as a formal 
resolution ? 

Professor Craic: Yes, I think so. 

The PrestpENT: Then it is proposed by Professor 
Craig and seconded by Mr. Male that we give Professor 
Craig an assurance that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons will not alter the conditions of examinations 
for the next twelve months. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

The resolution for the reception and adoption of the 
report of the Parliamentary Committee was then 
carried unanimously. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


Dr. BRADLEY read the following report of a meeting 
of the Publication Committee and moved its reception 
and adoption :— 


I. Chairman.—In the absence of the Chairman Dr. 
Bradley was appointed to the chair. 

II. Méinutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

III. Presentations to Library—The Librarian reported 
that among the presentations to the Library the following 
books had been received :— 

Presented by Mr. H. C. Wilkie, F.R.C. V.S. 

Mémoires pour servir & l’histoire d’un genre de Polypes 
d’eau douce & bras en forme de cornes, A. Trembley, 

Leyden, 1744. 

By Sir Frederick Smith, K.C.M.G., C.B. 

Form and Function by E. 8. Russell, 1916. . Physio- 
logical Reprints. 

By Major F. T. G. Hobday, C.M.G., F.R.C. V.S. 

A Memoir of William and John Hunter, by G. C. Peachey. 

By Mr. F. L. Gooch, F.R.C. V.S. 

Surveys of Nature, by F. Fitzgerald, 1800. 

White’s Veterinary Medicine, Vol. II., 1820. 

The Farmer’s Dispensatory, W. Gibson, 1741, 5th 
Edition. 

It was resolved that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded 
to the respective donors. 

IV. Purchases. The Librarian was authorised to 
purchase the following works :— 

Edelmann’s Meat Hygiene. 

Park’s Pathogenic Microorganisms. 
Kaupp’s Animal Parasites. 

Hall’s Worm Parasites. 

Stohr’s Histology. 

Williams’ Diseases of the Genital Organs. 
Buret’s Elements de Mycologie. 

V. Correspondence.—(a) A letter was submitted from 
the Editor of Veterinary Medicine offering to complvte 
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the library file of Veterinary Medicine in exchange for 
duplicate copies. 

(b) The following letter was received from the Dean 
of the Veterinary School of the University of Melbourne :— 
The University of Melbourne Veterinary School. 

2nd April, 1925. 
F. Bullock, Esq., 
Secretary, 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
London. 

Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Veterinary Faculty of the 
University of Melbourne I am directed to tender their 
most grateful thanks to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons for the gift of books and bound journals which 
came to hand recently. These will prove a valuable 
addition to our Library and a help to the Veterinary 
Institute. 

Yours faithfully, 
HaroLtp A. Wooprurr, 
Dean. 

(c) A letter was received from Mr. Henry Sumner 
offering twelve volumes of ancient Veterinary periodicals 
to the Library of the College, and 

It was resolved that Mr. Sumner’s offer be accepted 
with gratitude. 

VI. Cataloguing——The Librarian reported that the 
work of cataloguing had been in abeyance during the 
past year, and the consideration of the question was 
adjourned, the Librarian being instructed to report to 
the next meeting. 

VIL. Shelving—The report of the Library Sub-Com- 
mittee was received stating that estimates had been 
considered but that they had decided to obtain further 
estimates before making any recommendation. 

VIIL. Register, 1926—The question of the date of 
publication of the Register 1926 was considered, but 

It was resolved that no alteration in the present practice 
be instituted. 

IX. Museum Specimens.—The Secretary reported 
that, as instructed, he had disposed of the museum 
specimens, some of which had been accepted by the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, some by the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh ; and that the specimens 
of shoes and shoeing were to be sent to the Royal Army 
Veterinary School at Aldershot, the Director of which had 
expressed his sincere thanks for the gift. 


Mr. Rees seconded the motion, which was carried 


unanimously. 
(T'o be continued, ) 








For 48 hours, twenty men, led by Inspector Bennett, 
of the R.S.P.C.A., worked to save the life of a pony at 
Ashford. 

The animal was in Impkins Wood, near Charing, when 
it fell 60ft. to the bottom of a disustd pit, formerly used by 
smugglers. 

Rescue operations began next morning, when the inspec- 
tor and Mr. Wacher, a veterinary surgeon, were lowered 
into the pit and found a 20ft high pinnacle at the bottom. 
There were four caves about two yards wide and six yards 


‘deep extending from each side of the pit, and in one of them 


the pony was standing quite unharmed. 

All day long men in relays worked at levelling the 
pinnacle, but were hampered by badness of the air, which 
made it impossible to remain for more than fifteen minutes 
in the pit. 

Eventually towards evening the pony was hauled up, 
apparently but little the worse. The rescuers were in 
considerable personal danger all the time. — Weekly 
Despatch. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 





OBITUARY. 
Kay, Joun B., 15 St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury. Graduated 
idinburgh, December 20th, 1897. Died 4th July, 1925. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORT. 


Lancashire Division. 


A meeting of this Division was held at the Exchange 
Station Hotel, Liverpool, on Friday, April 24th, 1925. 

The President, Mr. J. T. Allen occupied the chair, 
and others present were :— Messrs. Ackroyd, Cur- 
bishley, Dixon, Hargreaves, Wilson, Wood, Edwards, 
Holroyd, Whitehead, Millington, Wright, Cockburn, 
Greenway, Woods, Hughes, Hopkin, Noel Pillers, 
Munro, McKinna, Warburton, Sumner, Downham, 
Powley, Mayall, Burndred, Dobie, Walker, Bibbey, 
Torrance, Matthews, Watson, Fowle, Wooley, Watson, 
Ball, Butters, Lindsay, Eaton Jones and Spruell. 

Visitors.—Messrs. ‘Tweed, Procter, Alexander, 
Trevors, Taylor, Elphicke, Storrar, L. P. Pugh and 
Miss I. L. Roberts. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Nominations.—The following gentlemen were nom- 
inated for membership of the Division :—James 
Storrar (Chester); Reginald Lovell (Manchester) ; 
J. K. Bateman (Knutsford) ; C. T. Trevers (Maghull) ; 
J. W. Procter (York) ; and P. W. Walker (Manchester). 

Nomination of an Hon.  Associate.—Mr. W. 
Augustus Taylor, F.R.C.V.S. 

Veterinary Research Council.—The Secretary read 
the resolution of Major-General Sir John Moore, 
concerning the establishment of a Veterinary 
Research Council. 

It was proposed by Mr. SuMNER, seconded by Mr. 
McKunwna, and carried unanimously, that this Associa- 
tion support this resolution. 

Notice of Motion. The Secretary gave notice that 
at the next meeting he would move that Rule VI. be 
altered by substituting the words “ Division of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association,” for “* Recog- 
nised Veterinary Medical Association or Society.” 
Rule VI. would then read :—-Members of any other 
Division of the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, desirous of becoming members of this Associa- 
tion, shall be admitted on payment of the annual 
subscription, such gentlemen to be duly nominated 
and elected according to Rule V. 

Mr. L. P. Puen, F.R.C.V.S., B.Sc., then read @ paper 
on “The Diagnosis and Prevention of Traumatic 
Pericarditis in Cattle.” (This paper appears, together 
with the excellent discussion which ensued, elsewhere 
in the present issue.—Ed.) 

In proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Pugh 
for his instructive and interesting paper, Mr. A. W. 
Noe PILvers said the discussion which had followed 
showed the appreciation of the subject which the 
members had. He was afraid Mr. Pugh had 
committed himself rather deeply when he promised 
to come and operate, because he might take it for 
granted that a case would be found for him. 

Mr. J. D. WarreHeap, seconded the vote of thanks, 
which was carried with applause and briefly acknow- 
ledged by Mr. Pugh. 

The proceedings then terminated. 

J. Spruett, Hon. Secretary. 
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Diary of Events. 
July 3ist—Meeting of the North Wales Division 
at Bangor. 
3lst—Meeting of the Royal Counties’ Division 
at the Offices of the Zoological Society, 
Regent's Park. 
Aug. 18th—Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division 
at Cambridge. 
Aug. 17th—-22nd—N.V.M.A. Congress at Cambridge. 


” 





Members are requested to note that the Congress 
programme published last week must not be rigidly 
adhered to as showing the order in which papers 
are to be read. They must depend for the exact 
programme upon that which they will find in the 
handbook, which will be issued very shortly. We 
would draw attention to the fact that the paper on 
* Plant Poisoning ” is a joint contribution by Principal 
J. F. Craig, M.A., and Professor Kehoe. 





The Times of July 17th makes the following refer- 
ence to the letter on the inspection of meat which 
appeared in its columns the previous day from the 
pen of Major-General Sir John Moore :- 

“The complaint of Major-General J. Moore in 
yesterday’s issue of The Times that the Public Health 
Meat Regulations, 1924, do not provide specifically 
for the employment of veterinary surgeons or veter- 
inary inspectors by public authorities for the inspection 
of meat, was stated yesterday to be sound as a general 
statement, though there are some local bodies which 
employ veterinary inspectors. 

“ An official of the Ministry of Health explained 
that in the majority of local areas the inspection of 
meat is carried out by sanitary inspectors who hold 
the meat certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
obtained only after long and thorough training. 
‘An inspector with that certificate,’ he added, ‘ is 
certainly competent to deal with the inspection of 
meat, and as this work is carried out under the 
control of the medical officer of health, it is likely 
to be efficiently done. Other authorities who have 
not got a fully-trained sanitary inspector are at 
liberty, though the words * veterinary inspector ’ 
do not actually occur in the regulations, to employ 
such an officer, and in small districts it is quite 
usual for the council to appoint a veterinary surgeon 
as a part-time inspector of meat, and to pay him 
accordingly.”.” 

At a meeting of the Governors of the Royal 
Veterinary College, held on Tuesday, Mr. J. C. 
Jackson, M.R.C.V.8., was appointed Resident Hos- 
pital Surgeon. 


Mr. E. M. Crookshank, Senior Vice-President of 
the Royal Veterinary College, has given a donation of 
£50 for the purchase of books for the Library of the 
new Research Institute at Camden Town. Mr. Crook- 
shank recently presented to the Institute his library 
of human and animal pathological works, consisting 
of over 1,000 volumes and 400 journals. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by he 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue 

All correspondence must bear 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his cosreapondents. 





Re Milk Fever. 
To THE Epirok or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Pugh’s enquiry in the Veterinary 
Record of July 18th, as to the susceptibility of the different 
breeds of cows to the disease called Milk Fever, my ex- 
perience in different parts of the country is that the following 
degrees of susceptibility obtain: (1) Jerseys and Guern- 
seys; (2) Cross bred Jerseys and Guernseys (the more 
Channel Island strain in the animal, the greater the sus- 
ceptibility); (3) Shorthorns; (4) Friesians (probably for 
the reason that they are not so numerous); (5) Polls 

‘The answer to the latter question, as to whether fat cows 
are more susceptible than those in poor condition, depends 
upon whether a cow is gaining or losing condition at the 
time she calves. My experience is that a fat cow losing 
condition is not so susceptible as a poor one gaining at 
calving time. 

It appears to me that susceptibility to the disease in 
question depends very much on the county or district 
in whch that animal lives. In some districts cases are 
numerous, in others they are comparatively rare. In some 
districts the food is much richer than in others; that is, 
the district might be described as a good or poor grass 
country. Again, susceptibility appears to be much greater 
in certain seasons. The present season, up to date, in 
this district has produced many cases. The only deaths 
I have to record out of thirty-two cases since Spring, have | 
been those of two Jerseys.— Yours faithfully, H. WALPOLE, | 

Metheringham, Lincolnshire, | 

July 9th, 1925. | 
| 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following— | 


Communications from Miss A. M. F. Cole, Messrs.. R. 
Daubney, G. Ellis, H. P. Hogben. Research Laborat ory | 
Report of the Animal Diseases Research Association. 


ee ee 


| 


the name and address of the cov- | 
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“ THYMOLODYNE” 
DRESSING.» 


A RELIABLE ANTISEPTIC PREPARATION 


Composed of the specially purified native 

Silicates combined with Glycerine, lodide 

of Potassium. Borie and Salicylic Acids 
and other suitable Antiseptics. 











For all Forms of 
Congestion and Inflammation. 


Smooth and pliable in application. 
Is neither poisonous nor irritating. 


AN EVER-READY ANTISEPTIC POULTICE. 


Sold in IIb. Tins 2/6 per lb. 
5ib. ,, - 2/- 
Special quotations for large quantities. 











Manufactured only by 
JOHN RICHARDSON &CO., 
LEICESTER LIMITED, 


Analytical and Veterinary Chemists. 
Established 1793. 


























and Ireland. 
10 Cray’s Inn Square, London W.C.1. 
Cheques should be made payable and all communications sent to 
the General Secretary at the Offices of the Association, 10 Gray’s Inn 


' Square, London, W.C.1. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS VETERINARY SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 


ETC. 


Purchase surgical equipments at prices below cost of manufacture. 


BUY NOW AND SAVE MONEY. 


AVING purchased from H.M. Government the entire Surplus Stocks of brand new 
Instruments, Equipment and Supplies of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, we are able 
to offer the whole stock to the profession, in single items or quantities as required, at iess than 


half the original manufacturers’ cost. 


Large stocks are available of Plaster of Paris Bandages ; 


Ligatures (Catgut and Silk in alcohol), Flax and Silk in hanks; Adhesive Plaster; Drainage 
Tubing; Bandage Winders; Bistouries (sharp and probe pointed) ; Cases of Dissecting Instru- 


ments; Sets of Post Mortem Instruments 


in leather cases; 


Catheters, Male and Female; 


Castrating Clams; Cradles; Directors; Dredgers for Boric Acid; Drenching Tins; Ecraseurs 
(Butler’s); Enema Pumps; Forceps, Artery, Bulldog, Spencer Wells and Torsion ; Forceps, Bone, 


Bullet, Cornet, 


Dissecting, Dressing, Necrosis, Pincutting, etc., etc.; Funnels, Enamelled 


Iron; Mouth Gags, Swale and Butler patterns; Balling Guns; Handles for Seton Needles ; 
Hobbles ; Holders for Suture Needles; Hoof Planes; Dissecting Hooks ; Tumour Hooks ; Balling 
Irons; Firing Irons; Knives, Eye, Guarded Embryotomy, Hoof, Ronette, Searching, Skinning and 


Symes’, 


Lancets; Measures, Glass and Aluminium; Mortars and Pestles, compo, glass and iron, 


all sizes; Chloroform Muzzles; Needles, Aneurism, Exploring, Post Mortem, Hypodermic, Seton, 


and Suture; Probes, Metal 
Roaring Instruments (Forceps, 


or Silver, assorted sizes; 
Knives and Retractors); Sandcrack Instruments, Clamps, 


Retractors ; 


Tooth Rasp Plates; 


Forceps and Irons; Saws, Post Mortem and Sidebone ; Scales and Weights ; Scalpels; Rowelling 
Scissors; Scoops; Ointment Slabs, copper and porcelain; Machine Heads for Sheep Shears ; 
Urine Test Stands; Urine Test Papers; Sterilizers; Stethoscopes; Swabbers; Syringes, brass 
and glass, 30z., Hypodermic, tcc. and 1oc.c.; Tourniquets; Trays, Instrument and Mange; 
Trephines; Trocar and Canula, Gunn’s and McDowell’s; Tracheotomy Tubes; Suture Wire; 
Centrifugal Machines; Autoclaves; Glass Tubes; Test Tubes; Spirit Lamps; Dermatograph 


Pencils; Microtomes, etc., etc. 


INSPECTION INVITED. 
free immediately on receipt of post card. 


(DEPT. V.R.) 
Telephone: CITY 6539. 


Complete comprehensive Price List of every article in detail, sent post 
Special discounts given to Institutions and large buyers. 


Messrs. A. FLEMING & CO. 
78 UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS, 
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NOW READY. 
Demy 8vo. Pp. xiv.+418. With 64 Illustrations, 
PRICE 10/6. Postage 9d, 


DISEASES OF 


THE CAT 


and its General Management 
By 
HAMILTON KIRK, M.R.C.Vv.S. 


babes is the only volume in existence 

which deals exclusively and scientifi- 
cally with feline diseases! Although 
written primarily upon the diseases of 
the cat, it should be equally valuable 
to those in search of a book on 
diseases of the dog, as most disorders 
described herein are liable to occur in 
the dog. 





WRITE FOR A PROSPECTUS, 


BAILLIERE, TINDALL & COX, 
8 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C.2, LONDON. 
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Wholesome and sustaining: 
The Ideal “Hard Tack.” 


THERE IS A LIMIT 
TO INDULGENCE! 


Never make the mistake of feeding 
an adult dog too many timesaday. Twice 
is ample. Give him hard biscuit foods— 
the principal feed in the dry state and the 
other soaked in hot water or gravy. 


THE “WRIGHT” DOG FOODS are 
crisp, nutritious, and appetising—your dogs 
will thrive on them. 


Samples, booklet, & price list free on application, 


WRIGHT & Co 


(LIVERPOOL) LTD. EST. 1840. ® 
VULCAN ST MILLS, LIVERPOOL. 


SPECIAL To MEMBERS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 














Some Veterinary Uses of Adrenalin 








ADRENALIN, which was introduced into medicine by Parke, Davis & Co., has many 
important uses in veterinary practice. It is very effective for arresting haemorrhage from any part 
with which it can be brought into contact ; intravenous administration induces vaso-constriction 
of internal vessels. It is the most powerful cardiac stimulant known. Applied to mucous 
membrane it constricts the peripheral vessels, relieves turgescence, and arrests bleeding. 
Adrenalin has a stimulating effect upon nerve endings and muscle fibres, and is destructive of 
muscle poisons. <A few of the many uses of the drug are indicated in the following references :— 





Azoturia. 
Good results from the subcutaneous injection of 
diluted Adrenalin Chloride Solution. (Veterinary 
Record, November 30, 1912, page 331.) : 
Eversion of the rectum, vagina 
and os uteri. Successfully treated by 
submucous injections of Adrenalin Chloride Sol- 
ution. (Veterinary Record, September 30, 1916, 
p- 136.) 
Heemoptysis. 
Adrenalin, hypodermically, believed to have saved 
the mare's life. (Veterinary Record, July 10, 1915.) 
Heemorrhage, Internal. 
Recovery of an apparently hopeless case. 
(Veterinary Record, December 9, 1911. 





Laminitis, 
Rapid recovery after injection of Adrenalin Chlor- 
ide Solution over the plantar region on either side. 
(Veterinary News, Aug. 5, 1911, also see Veterinary 
Record, Feb. 21, 1914, page 547, and Veterinary 
Journal, Nov., 1910, p. 661, and July, 1911, p. 419.) 

Parturient Paresis. 
Cow up and eating in less than three hours after 
hypodermic injection of Adrenalin Chloride Sol- 
ution. (Veterinary Notes, London, Jan., 1916, p. 15; 
also see Veterinary Record, August 9, 1913, Pp. 90.) 

Parturition, Straining after. 
Injection of Adrenalin Chloride Solution into the 
walls of the womb gave relief within ten minutes, 
(Veterinary Record, September 30, 1916, p. 135.) 


Purpura Heemorrhagica 
“My sheet anchor in almost all cases,” see case reports in yetrinary Journal, jUeny, ages. 





Further particulars will be sent on request by 


PARKE, DAVIS & Go., ricer sizes: LONDON, W. 1 





